


WORTH-SHIP - pt 7  
_ 

Worship is our priority





REALITY CHECK: 
_ 

This is your real life. 

This shows us our priorities. 

This shows us where our worth-ship is going.



MATTHEW 6:19-34 (THE MESSAGE) 
_ 

“Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by 
moths and corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by burglars. 
Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth 
and rust and burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place 
where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to 
be, and end up being. 

“Your eyes are windows into your body. If you open your 
eyes wide in wonder and belief, your body fills up with 
light. If you live squinty-eyed in greed and distrust, 
your body is a dank cellar. If you pull the blinds on your 
windows, what a dark life you will have!



MATTHEW 6:19-34 (THE MESSAGE) 
_ 

“You can’t worship two gods at once. Loving one god, 
you’ll end up hating the other. Adoration of one feeds 
contempt for the other. You can’t worship God and Money 
both. If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, 
it follows that you don’t fuss about what’s on the table 
at mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet are in 
fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you 
put in your stomach, more to your outer appearance than 
the clothes you hang on your body. Look at the birds, free 
and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, 
careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him 
than birds.



MATTHEW 6:19-34 (THE MESSAGE) 
_ 

“Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten 
taller by so much as an inch? All this time and money 
wasted on fashion—do you think it makes that much 
difference? Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out 
into the fields and look at the wildflowers. They never 
primp or shop, but have you ever seen colour and design 
quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and women in the 
country look shabby alongside them. 

“If God gives such attention to the appearance of 
wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don’t you 
think he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best 
for you? 



MATTHEW 6:19-34 (THE MESSAGE) 
_ 

What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not 
be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to 
God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he 
works fuss over these things, but you know both God and 
how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-
initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. 
You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met. 

“Give your entire attention to what God is doing right 
now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard 
things come up when the time comes.”



WHAT’S JESUS SAYING HERE? 
_ 

We have choices as to where we can put our worship 

We become what we worship 

Worry is intrinsically attached to the things we have 
highest priority for 

Jesus questions this worry 

This is all an issue of the priority of worship





REALITY CHECK, AGAIN: 
_ 

We are living in a culture where these bookends have been 
misplaced and we are starting to feel the consequences.





RELEVANT MAGAZINE ARTICLE 
_ 

From: Millenials are the most stressed out generation and 
it’s a spiritual problem 

“Stress dishonours our bodies.” 

“Stress reduces our capacity to love others.” 

“Stress keeps us from worship.” 

“Stress is unbelief.”



N.T. WRIGHT 
_ 

“Living totally without worry sounds, to many people, as 
impossible as living totally without breathing. Some 
people are so hooked on worry that if they haven’t got 
anything to worry about they worry that they’ve forgotten 
something. Here, at the Sermon on the Mount, is an 
invitation that surprisingly few people even try to take 
up. Why not learn how to share the happiness of Jesus 
himself?”



WHICH BRINGS US TO A BIG QUESTION 
_ 

When I look at the reality of my life, am I worried? 

(You’re recognising the reality of your worth-ship.)





SO THEREFORE, 
_ 

Because our priorities are our worship, make worship your 
priority. Be ruthless to keep worship of Jesus as your 
protos; your first, prominent and highest priority… 

…and everything else will take its rightful place.


