


LAST WEEK: PROPHETIC



THIS WEEK: DISCERNMENT







THE MESSAGE IS JUST THE BEGINNING, 
EVERYTHING THAT FOLLOWS IS DISCERNMENT



DISCERNMENT IS KNOWING THE GOOD QUESTIONS TO ASK, 
AND FINDING THE GOOD ANSWERS



FEELINGS  
/ 

EMOTIONS



“I FEEL PEACE ABOUT THIS.”



“I DON’T HAVE PEACE ABOUT THIS.”



THIS IS PART OF DISCERNMENT,  
BUT NOT THE WHOLE THING



FEELINGS MAKE WONDERFUL TRAVEL COMPANIONS  
BUT THEY MAKE A TERRIBLE GUIDE



Anger  
Anxious  
Belonging  
Blame  
Content  
Curious  
Disappointed  
Disgust  
Embarrassment  
Empathy  
Excited  
Fear   
Frustrated   

Grateful   
Grief  
Guilt  
Happy  
Humiliation 
Hurt  
Jealous  
Joy  
Judgment  
Lonely  
Love  
Overwhelmed  
Peace  

Regret  
Sad  
Scared 
Shame  
Surprised  
Vulnerable  
Worried  
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FEELINGS / EMOTIONS THAT YOU WILL FIND IN THE PSALMS 
_



“Ignoring our emotions is turning our back on reality. 
Listening to our emotions ushers us into reality. And reality 
is where we meet God. … Emotions are the language of the soul. 
They are the cry that gives the heart a voice.”

PETER SCAZZERO 
_



GOOD DISCERNMENT REQUIRES KNOWING  
OUR FEELINGS ARE OUR FEELINGS,  

INTERSECTING WITH GOD’S SPIRIT WITHIN US



MIND  
/  

TRUTH



DISCERNMENT REQUIRES MEASURING THE  
WORD UP TO TRUTH



WHERE ARE THE CONTRADICTIONS?  
SCRIPTURE? GOD’S NATURE? JESUS’ LIFE AND WAY?



Jesus answered, “You’re off base on two counts: You don’t know 
your Bibles, and you don’t know how God works.

MATTHEW 22:33, 36-40 
_



When the Pharisees heard how he had bested the Sadducees, they 
gathered their forces for an assault. One of their religion 
scholars spoke for them, posing a question they hoped would show 
him up: “Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most 
important?” 
Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and 
prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first 
on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love 
others as well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are 
pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs from them.”

MATTHEW 22:33, 36-40 
_



A GREAT LENSE: 
DOES THIS HELP ME TO LOVE GOD 
AND LOVE OTHERS?



TIME  
/ 

PATIENCE



“So I am telling you: Hands off these men! Let them alone. If 
this program or this work is merely human, it will fall apart, 
but if it is of God, there is nothing you can do about it — and 
you better not be found fighting against God!”

ACTS 5:17-39 
_



THE BEST WAY TO DISCERN SLOWLY IS TO  
PROCESS ALL OF IT WITH OTHERS



ALLOW FOR PUSHBACK, CHALLENGE,  
ENCOURAGEMENT AND APPROVAL



SIDENOTE: 

IT’S ALSO A TRUE MEASURE FOR HOW MUCH YOU  
ACTUALLY VALUE COMMUNITY IN YOUR LIFE.



THE CHANGE



FROM COULD TO SHOULD



I rearranged my house on the weekend and when we were praying 
I felt like every action was symbolic in a way and applied to 
the church 

1) Rearranging the furniture - I moved pieces around because 
some rooms had too much furniture and others didn't have 
enough, after moving it around it felt like there was more 
equilibrium, I felt like this had something to do with 
spreading resources around equally? 

A PROPHETIC WORD 
_



2) Washing the curtains - my cat sometimes brings in a bird 
and once the bird she brought in made a mess on my curtains.  
I would see it every day and it would remind me of how she 
hurt the bird, so I finally washed the curtains. I felt like 
this was about how some stuff had gone down but it's easily 
redeemable, until we "wash the curtains" it will be a reminder 
every day of the conflict that had happened. 

A PROPHETIC WORD 
_



3) I threw away used candles - I kept all these candles that 
had been used because I didn't want to let go of the 
fragrance, but if I burned them again they could explode and 
cause damage.  I felt like this was a symbol of choosing which 
ways of worship we needed to let go of because they are no 
longer relevant and could be harmful if we continued with 
them, and that we need to get new candles, a fresh fragrance 
and a fresh way to worship. 

A PROPHETIC WORD 
_



4) I brought old pictures out of the garage - There are some 
things we already have but they are hidden away and they need 
to be brought into the light and put into a prominent place - 
dusting off things we already have and giving them more 
attention.

A PROPHETIC WORD 
_



5) I oiled the furniture - Some big pieces of furniture we 
already have need to be "anointed" - they are dry and need to 
just be blessed and anointed, and it will fill the whole house 
with a fragrance.

A PROPHETIC WORD 
_


