
THE ART OF LIVING OUTWARD - pt 2 
_ 

The visible people of our invisible God (Witnesses)
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YOU ALREADY LIVE OUTWARD 
_ 

Incarnation: you embody who you are
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COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 
_ 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 
    He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation, 
for through him God created everything 
    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 
He made the things we can see 
    and the things we can’t see— 
such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in 
the unseen world. 
    Everything was created through him and for him. 
He existed before anything else, 
    and he holds all creation together.
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COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 
_ 

Christ is also the head of the church, 
    which is his body. 
He is the beginning, 
    supreme over all who rise from the dead. 
    So he is first in everything. 
For God in all his fullness 
    was pleased to live in Christ, 
and through him God reconciled 
    everything to himself. 
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 
    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
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JESUS IS THE VISIBLE IMAGE OF HIS INVISIBLE GOD 
_ 

He had the identity of God 
He performed the roles of God 

…and He passed them on.
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BRIAN WAS THE VISIBLE IMAGE OF HIS INVISIBLE GOD 
_ 

He had the identity of Jesus 
He performed the roles of Jesus 

…and He passed them on.
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HOW DO WE PLAY OUR PART? 
_ 

We often get the identity of who we are (and are to be) 
around the wrong way with the roles of what we do (and 
could do). We must stop placing higher value on the 
lesser part.
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EVANGELISM IN AN IDENTITY-FIRST PARADIGM 
_ 

The Church of Acts:  
An incarnation community of what God is like 
They experienced the new thing God was doing 
They told what they had experienced and had been done
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EVANGELISM IN AN IDENTITY-FIRST PARADIGM 
_ 

You + me: 
We’re an incarnation 
We have (and are to have more) experiences 
We tell (and are to tell more) stories
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THE DRAMA OF SCRIPTURE ON ‘WITNESS’ 
_ 

“Witness characterises the meaning of this time period in 
God’s story. Yet this could easily be misinterpreted: one 
might reduce ‘Christian witness’ to mean only evangelism or 
cross-cultural missions. While these are important parts of 
the Church’s mission, they are not the whole of it. When we 
grasp that the salvation of the kingdom restores creation - 
all of it - we see that witness to God’s kingdom must be as 
wide as creation itself! To ‘witness’ truly will mean to 
embody God’s renewing power in politics and citizenship, 
economics and business, education and scholarship, family and 
neighbourhood, media and art, leisure and play. Our very lives 
- the way we live as citizens, consumers, students, husbands, 
mothers and friends - witness to the restoring power of God.”
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EVANGELISM IN AN IDENTITY-FIRST PARADIGM 
_ 

You + me: 
We’re an incarnation 
We have (and are to have more) experiences 
We tell (and are to tell more) stories
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YOU ARE THE VISIBLE IMAGE OF OUR INVISIBLE GOD 
_ 

So, what’s your story? (What have you witnessed?)
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1 PETER 3:15-16 
_ 

“…And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always 
be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle and 
respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if 
people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they 
see what a good life you live because you belong to 
Christ.”
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TELL US YOUR STORY 
_ 

www.centralvineyard.org/easterstory
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