
THE ART OF LIVING OUTWARD - pt 1 
_ 

The theology of light and lampstands
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IS THIS REALLY HOW IT HAS TO BE? 
_ 

Is it possible to live a radical adventure of following 
Jesus anywhere, rather than just overseas?
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SO, WHAT IS MISSION ANYWAY? 
_ 

God’s mission is making all things new again and we are 
invited to join Him in that work.
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A THEOLOGY OF LIGHT AND LAMPSTANDS 
_ 

The theme of ‘light’ envelopes the narrative of the 
Scriptures – it’s a constant beacon flashing throughout.
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GENESIS 1:3-4 
_ 

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good. Then he 
separated the light from the darkness.
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EXODUS 25:31-40 
_ 

“Make a lampstand of pure, hammered gold. Make the 
entire lampstand and its decorations of one piece—the 
base, center stem, lamp cups, buds, and petals. Make it 
with six branches going out from the center stem, three 
on each side. Each of the six branches will have three 
lamp cups shaped like almond blossoms, complete with 
buds and petals. Craft the center stem of the lampstand 
with four lamp cups shaped like almond blossoms, 
complete with buds and petals.
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EXODUS 25:31-40 
_ 

There will also be an almond bud beneath each pair of 
branches where the six branches extend from the center 
stem. The almond buds and branches must all be of one 
piece with the center stem, and they must be hammered 
from pure gold. Then make the seven lamps for the 
lampstand, and set them so they reflect their light 
forward. The lamp snuffers and trays must also be made 
of pure gold. You will need 75 pounds of pure gold for 
the lampstand and its accessories. 
“Be sure that you make everything according to the 
pattern I have shown you here on the mountain.
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PSALM 132:17 
_ 

Here I will increase the power of David; 
 my anointed one will be a light for my people.
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ISAIAH 60:1-3 
_ 

“Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. 
  For the glory of the Lord rises to shine on you. 
Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the 
earth, 
  but the glory of the Lord rises and appears over you. 
All nations will come to your light; 
  mighty kings will come to see your radiance
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JOHN 8:12 
_ 

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the 
light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to 
walk in darkness, because you will have the light that 
leads to life.”
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MATTHEW 5:14-16 
_ 

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop 
that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then 
puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a 
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In 
the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to 
see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
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REVELATION 1–3 
_ 

“Write down what you have seen—both the things that are 
now happening and the things that will happen. This is 
the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in 
my right hand and the seven gold lampstands: The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven lampstands are the seven churches.
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REVELATION 22:5 
_ 

And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or 
sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will 
reign forever and ever.
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SOME TRUTHS FROM THIS NARRATIVE 
_ 

+ Light is the antithesis and conquerer of darkness 
+ Light is a symbol of God’s presence, life and mission 
+ We are a lampstand of this light, placed here in this 
city, right now.
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ACTS 1:8 
_ 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Q. 
_ 

If we are these lampstands, right here and now, then how 
does it look to do the things we are meant to do like 
evangelism or social action or hospitality or community 
or mission trips… 

A. 
_ 

We will realise it is not about a formula to follow or 
another programme to add, but an art of living our lives 
in an outward direction every chance we get.
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