




NOT ALL INVITATIONS ARE EQUAL



THERE’S POWER IN INVITATION,  
BUT THE POWER MOVES



JOHN 1:35-51 
_

The next day John was back at his post with two disciples, who 
were watching. He looked up, saw Jesus walking nearby, and 
said, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb.”  
The two disciples heard him and went after Jesus. Jesus looked 
over his shoulder and said to them, “What are you after?”  
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you 
staying?”  
He replied, “Come along and see for yourself.”  
They came, saw where he was living, and ended up staying with 
him for the day. It was late afternoon when this happened.  
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard 
John’s witness and followed Jesus.



JOHN 1:35-51 
_

The first thing he did after finding where Jesus lived was 
find his own brother, Simon, telling him, “We’ve found the 
Messiah” (that is, “Christ”). He immediately led him to Jesus.  
Jesus took one look up and said, “You’re John’s son, Simon? 
From now on your name is Cephas” (or Peter, which means 
“Rock”).  
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. When he got 
there, he ran across Philip and said, “Come, follow 
me.” (Philip’s hometown was Bethsaida, the same as Andrew and 
Peter.)  



JOHN 1:35-51 
_

Philip went and found Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found the 
One Moses wrote of in the Law, the One preached by the 
prophets. It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one from Nazareth!” 
Nathanael said, “Nazareth? You’ve got to be kidding.”  
But Philip said, “Come, see for yourself.”  
When Jesus saw him coming he said, “There’s a real Israelite, 
not a false bone in his body.”  
Nathanael said, “Where did you get that idea? You don’t know 
me.”  
Jesus answered, “One day, long before Philip called you here, 
I saw you under the fig tree.” 



JOHN 1:35-51 
_

Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi! You are the Son of God, the King 
of Israel!”  
Jesus said, “You’ve become a believer simply because I say I 
saw you one day sitting under the fig tree? You haven’t seen 
anything yet! Before this is over you’re going to see heaven 
open and God’s angels descending to the Son of Man and 
ascending again.”  



LUKE 14:15-24 
_

That triggered a response from one of the guests: “How 
fortunate the one who gets to eat dinner in God’s kingdom!” 
Jesus followed up. “Yes. For there was once a man who threw a 
great dinner party and invited many. When it was time for 
dinner, he sent out his servant to the invited guests, saying, 
‘Come on in; the food’s on the table.’ 
“Then they all began to beg off, one after another making 
excuses. The first said, ‘I bought a piece of property and 
need to look it over. Send my regrets.’ 
“Another said, ‘I just bought five teams of oxen, and I really 
need to check them out. Send my regrets.’ 
“And yet another said, ‘I just got married and need to get 
home to my wife.’



LUKE 14:15-24 
_

“The servant went back and told the master what had happened. 
He was outraged and told the servant, ‘Quickly, get out into 
the city streets and alleys. Collect all who look like they 
need a square meal, all the misfits and homeless and wretched 
you can lay your hands on, and bring them here.’ 
“The servant reported back, ‘Master, I did what you commanded—
and there’s still room.’ 
“The master said, ‘Then go to the country roads. Whoever you 
find, drag them in. I want my house full! Let me tell you, not 
one of those originally invited is going to get so much as a 
bite at my dinner party.’”





“YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
STAY IN THE DUMPSTER. 
THIS IS REAL. YOU CAN 
COME.”



THE KINGDOM’S INVITATION IS AN OPEN INVITATION





THE KINGDOM INVITATION REQUIRES AN ACTIVE RESPONSE



THE WARNING OF THE PARABLE:  
BE AWARE OF YOUR EXCUSES



YES 
NO 
MAYBE



TO SAY YES TO INVITATIONS,  
WE HAVE TO SAY NO TO OTHER THINGS



TO SAY YES TO INVITATIONS,  
WE HAVE TO SACRIFICE OTHER THINGS



“WHEN CHRIST CALLS 
A MAN, HE BIDS HIM 
COME AND DIE.” 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER



INVITATION COMES BEFORE COMMAND,  
NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND



SALVATION IS THE ENTRANCE  
SANCTIFICATION IS THE JOURNEY



COME AS YOU ARE



MATTHEW 11:28-30 
_

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. 
Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you 
how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch 
how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and 
you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”



COME AS YOU ARE


