




KINGDOM VALUE: 
DIVERSITY



DIVERSITY = ?



DIVERSITY = DIFFERENCE



DIVERSITY = 

UNCOMFORTABLE. MESSY. INCONVENIENT.





MATT CHANDLER 
--
"We’re drawn toward those like us, because to embrace 
diversity is to lean into uncomfortable conversations.  

If everyone around us has a similar background, we almost 
never risk being misunderstood. We speak the same language. We 
have experienced the same privileges and offenses, so we’re 
able to speak with one another in a way that doesn’t require a 
lot of clarification.  

But when you enter into diversity, the rules change. It’s 
harder work. Sensitivities start getting exposed." 



AND YET... 

GOD IS A FAN OF DIVERSITY.



GENESIS 1:27-28 (NLT) 
--
"In the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. Then God blessed them and said, 'Be fruitful and 
multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.'"  





GENESIS 11:1, 4-8 (NLT) 
--
"At one time, all the people of the world spoke the same 
language and used the same words... They said, “Come, let’s 
build a great city for ourselves with a tower that reaches 
into the sky. This will make us famous and keep us from being 
scattered all over the world. 

But the Lord came down to look at the city and the tower the 
people were building. “Look!” he said. “The people are united, 
and they all speak the same language. After this, nothing they 
set out to do will be impossible for them! Come, let’s go down 
and confuse the people with different languages. Then they 
won’t be able to understand each other.” In that way, the Lord 
scattered them all over the world, and they stopped building 
the city." 



STEPHEN A. RHODES 
--
"The diversity of languages is restored as God had originally 
intended, and humanity is again spread across the earth so 
that the people may 'multiply and fill the earth'.  

God's judgment in Babel may not be seen solely as punishment, 
for in the divine act of scattering humanity, God's original 
intention for humanity and creation is fulfilled." 



DIVERSITY IS PART OF GOD'S  
VISION FOR LIFE ON EARTH.





GOD DIDN'T WANT US 
TO FEAR DIFFERENCE.



GALATIANS 3:26-28 (NLT) 
--
“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in baptism 
have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no 
longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you 
are all one in Christ Jesus." 



GENESIS 1:27-28 (NLT) 
--
"In the image of God he created them..."  





EVERY HUMAN IS MADE IN GOD'S IMAGE. 

NO EXCEPTIONS.





THE CHALLENGE: 

BROADEN OUR IDEA 
OF DIVERSITY.





Ethnicity 
Gender 
Economic status 
Appearance 
Sexuality 
Location 
Education 
Lifestyle 
Religion 
Career choice 
Political views 
Physical ability 
Family status 
Friend group 
Social standing 
Interests 

DIVERSITY =



MATT JENSON 
--
"If the church is our family, then single people can be 
received as gifts... They are not 'problems to be solved' or 
'parts to be made whole'." 



MATT JENSON 
--
"The church is right to tell gay people the good news and call 
them to a life of discipleship if - and only if - it is 
willing to live as their family.  

If the church is unwilling to be family to gay people, it has 
no business giving them the gospel." 



1 CORINTHIANS 9:20-22 (NLT) 
--
"When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the 
Jews to Christ. When I was with those who follow the Jewish 
law, I too lived under that law. Even though I am not subject 
to the law, I did this so I could bring to Christ those who 
are under the law... 

But I do not ignore the law of God; I obey the law of Christ. 

When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for 
I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common 
ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some." 



WHAT'S THE SOLUTION?



LET'S GET AWKWARD.





IN OUR DIVERSITY,  
WE DISCOVER WHAT UNITES US.




