


KINGDOM VALUE:  
WHANAU











FAMILY AS A SOCIETAL, CULTURAL VALUE  
IS WIDELY ACCEPTED.



DO WE, PEOPLE OF FAITH, HAVE ANYTHING TO ADD  
TO HOW CULTURE ALREADY SEES AND VALUES 

FAMILY?







'I remember feeling a relief that my daughter 
had been safely delivered into the world but 
also a sense of hopelessness that there was 
nothing daddy could do to help her in this 
situation. Daddy could not save her in her 
first challenge of her life, and I had to 
rely on others (professionals, doctors) to 
give my baby girl her best chance. 

Approaching our girl in the (neonatal) unit 
for the first time was a surreal moment. She 
was lying in an incubator with what looked 
like a thousand wires coming from all parts 
of her tiny frame. She had a small oxygen 
mask attached to her face and was surrounded 
by machines that dwarfed her parents let 
alone our sweet little girl. 

Was she going to be ok? Was her distress at 
birth going to impact the rest of her life?'



EMPATHY AND STRENGTH.



WHAT IS IT THAT WE ADD FROM A CHRISTIAN 
PERSPECTIVE TO THIS SOCIETAL CONVERSATION 

AROUND WHO FAMILY IS,  
WHY IT'S SO IMPORTANT, ITS FUNCTIONS?



• Nurturing and protecting your kids  
• Maintaining and improving of the wellbeing 

of family members 
• The passing on of culture, values and 

knowledge from one generation to another

KEY SOCIETAL FAMILY FUNCTIONS



FAMILY IS A CENTRAL PHYSICAL AND METAPHYSICAL 
CONSTRUCT IN THE SCRIPTURES.





Someone said to him, “Look, your 
mother and brothers are outside 
wanting to speak with you.” 

Jesus replied, “Who is my 
mother? Who are my brothers?”  

He stretched out his hand toward 
his disciples and said, “Look, 
here are my mother and my 
brothers. Whoever does the will 
of my Father who is in heaven is 
my brother, sister, and mother.”

MATTHEW 12:47-50



HE (JESUS) INVITES US TO AN ELEVATED 
UNDERSTANDING OF FAMILY -  

FAMILY AS GOD SEES IT. 



BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF ADOPTION.



All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s 
sons and daughters. You didn’t receive a 
spirit of slavery to lead you back again into 
fear, but you received a Spirit that shows 
you are adopted as his children. With this 
Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.”  

The same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that 
we are God’s children. But if we are 
children, we are also heirs. We are God’s 
heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, if we 
really suffer with him so that we can also be 
glorified with him.

ROMANS 8:14-17



God decided in advance to adopt us into his 
own family by bringing us to himself through 
Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, 
and it gave him great pleasure.

EPHESIANS 1:5







FAMILY IS AN EXTENSION OF GOD’S KINGDOM INTO 
THE WORLD THAT BY ADOPTION WE GET TO 

PARTICIPATE IN.



ENTER IN.



FAMILY IS A PASSAGE TO RELATIONSHIP WITH A 
LOVING GOD AND A WINDOW FOR 

UNDERSTANDING AND EXPERIENCING HIS CARE AND 
HOPE FOR US.



AROHANUI.


