


A SAINT



“YOUR THOUGHTS AND YOUR 
PRAYERS ARE INSUFFICIENT.”



DOES GOD NEED US?



WELCOME TO THE 
CONUNDRUM OF 
PARTICIPATION



ST AUGUSTINE 
_ 

“Without God we cannot, without us God will not.”



THE TENSION OF PARTICIPATION 
_ 

God being sovereignly powerful and the gospel 
being enough in itself, yet, He uses us as His body to do 
His work.



TIM KELLER 
_ 

"There is a great gulf between the understanding that God 
accepts us because of our efforts and the understanding 
that God accepts us because of what Jesus has done. 
Religion operates on the principle, “I obey—therefore I 
am accepted by God.” But the operating principle of the 
gospel is “I am accepted by God through what Christ has 
done—therefore I obey.”



JAMES 2:14-26 
_ 

What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say 
you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can 
that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother 
or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, 
“Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—
but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. 
What good does that do? 

So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it 
produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. 

Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others 
have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your 
faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my 
faith by my good deeds.”



JAMES 2:14-26 
_ 

You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one 
God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they 
tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith 
without good deeds is useless? 

Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to 
be right with God by his actions when he offered his son 
Isaac on the altar? You see, his faith and his actions 
worked together. His actions made his faith complete. And 
so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham 
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of 
his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. So you 
see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not 
by faith alone.



JAMES 2:14-26 
_ 

Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to 
be right with God by her actions when she hid those 
messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 
Just as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is 
dead without good works.



WHAT IS THE TASK 
OF PARTICIPATION?



THE TASK OF PARTICIPATION 
_ 

God is in the business of restoring what has been broken 
back-to-rights, and we are tasked with putting our hand 
to this same work.



IDENTITY INFORMS ROLES + KPI’S



“YOU ARE ______________ ,  
SO THEREFORE __________________”



1 PETER 2:9-10 
_ 

“But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. 
You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 
possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness 
of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

“Once you had no identity as a people; 

    now you are God’s people. 

Once you received no mercy; 

    now you have received God’s mercy.” 



YOU ARE A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, 
SO THEREFORE,  

SHOW OTHERS WHAT GOD IS LIKE.



THE DAY THE  
REFORMATION BEGAN 
_ 

This month is the 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther 
nailing his 95 theses on the 
cathedral door in Wittenburg, 
starting a Western church divide. 

#1 - Scripture 

#2 - Salvation 

#3 - Priesthood of all believers 



THE REFORMING OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 
_ 

“The Reformation principle that declares that the 
privilege and freedom of all believing Christians is 
to stand before God in personal communion through 
Christ, directly receiving forgiveness without the 
necessary recourse to human intermediaries. As priests 
(1 Pet 2:5, 9), believers directly offer sacrifices of 
praise and thanksgiving to God and minister to the 
needs of others. Ordained pastors, in turn, are not 
different from other believers in spiritual status but 
only in function and appointment.”



THE “PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS” 
IS PERMISSION FOR  

EVERYONE TO PARTICIPATE



“EVERYONE GETS 
TO PLAY.”



“IF WE 
DISAPPEARED, 
WOULD THE 
COMMUNITY 
KNOW WE HAD 
BEEN HERE?”



LOOK AROUND. 

WHAT COULD PLAYING YOUR PART  
WITH THIS PRIESTHOOD LOOK LIKE?


