




STILL WAITING…





QAVAH: 
TO WAIT



WE ARE OFTEN MOST JOYFUL  
WHEN WE GET WHAT HAVE WAITED FOR













IMAGINE BEING AN OPPRESSED PEOPLE, 
HOPEFUL AND WAITING FOR THE MESSIAH, 

AND YOU’RE TOLD THAT FREEDOM IS COMING.



LUKE 1:26-56 
_

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin 
named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her 
and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” 

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel 
could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for 
you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he 
will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 
… 



LUKE 1:26-56 
_

Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a 
virgin.” 

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby 
to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of 
God. What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant 
in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she 
has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. For the 
word of God will never fail.” 

Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you 
have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her. 
… 



LUKE 1:26-56 
_

A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, 
to the town where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and 
greeted Elizabeth. At the sound of Mary’s greeting, 
Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has 
blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed. Why 
am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 
When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for 
joy. You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would 
do what he said.” 
… 



LUKE 1:26-56 
_

Mary responded, 
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 
    How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 
For he took notice of his lowly servant girl, 
    and from now on all generations will call me blessed. 
For the Mighty One is holy, 
    and he has done great things for me. 
He shows mercy from generation to generation 
    to all who fear him. 
His mighty arm has done tremendous things! 
    He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. 
He has brought down princes from their thrones 
    and exalted the humble. 
…



LUKE 1:26-56 
_

He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away with empty hands. 
He has helped his servant Israel 
    and remembered to be merciful. 
For he made this promise to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and his children forever.” 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went 
back to her own home.



THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY…



THINK ABOUT THIS WITH CHRISTOLOGY



THEOTOKOS 



THEOTOKOS 
_

Theotokos was formally ascribed to Mary in 431 at the Third 
Ecumenical Council in Ephesus. Mary is the Theotokos or 
“birth-giver to GOD”, not merely the mother of Jesus. She 
gave birth to both natures of God in Christ. Therefore the 
title Christ-bearer was rejected by the early church as it 
denied the divinity of Jesus and that God allowed Godself to 
be completely given birth to by a woman. Theotokos ensures a 
right doctrine of the person of Jesus and the Incarnation. 
She really did give birth to God. She did not create God, is 
not the origin or source of the Godhead, just as mothers do 
not create their children. Nevertheless, God became human, 
entered our life the same way we do and was given birth to. 
Right there, is the heart of the scandal of grace. God became 
one of us.



THEOTOKOS 
Birth-giver to GOD



SO BACK TO THE BIRTH-GIVER-TO-GOD’S RESPONSE TO 
THIS OPPRESSION-ENDING NEWS…



SHE SANG A SONG



BECAUSE, IT’S GOOD TO SING, ISN’T IT!



MARY’S MAGNIFICAT 
_

It’s the longest speech of any woman in the Scriptures 

It’s a song of praise for what God has fulfilled 

It’s a lyrical mashup of Psalms and prophetic writings 

It was wrapped in so much joy the song literally became  
unforgettable - she kept on singing it. (Luke records it 
because she would of sung it her whole life) 

The Church then sang it



WE NEED TO BE REMINDED: 
THE ARRIVAL OF JESUS WAS A BIG DEAL



WE NEED TO BE REMINDED:  
TO BE IN CHRIST IS A MOVEMENT FROM OPPRESSION TO JOY



WE NEED TO BE REMINDED:  
JOY IS A FRUIT OF HIS SPIRIT WITHIN US



TIM KELLER 
_

“Accepted in Christ, we now run the race 'for the joy that is 
set before us' rather than 'for fear that comes behind us’."



JOY OR 
       FEAR?

DO YOU HAVE THIS AROUND THE RIGHT WAY?  
YOUR RESPONSE SHOWS WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN.



ADVENT (THE ARRIVAL, THE COMING) 
IS A JOURNEY OF MAKING ROOM TODAY.



JOY





WHAT HAS OPPRESSED YOU  
FROM BEING JOYFUL THIS YEAR?





WHEN HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED JOY 
AS AN UNEXPECTED GIFT?



ADVENT BENEDICTION 
_

May the God of rescue,   
the God of the great redemption plan for all of creation,  
the God who has arrived, 
may He bring you from the edge of that which is oppressing you,  
that which is robbing you of joy,  
that you may no longer be bound.  

May the beauty of joy be let out of you; 
may you find a song to sing or words to proclaim,  
laughter to let out or a table to share,  
some kind of explosive-expression of the joy that is found 
within you. 

May you be joyful. 




