


AS WE BEGIN,  
A REMINDER AND  

TWO NOTES



A REMINDER: 
_



A REMINDER: 
_



A REMINDER: 
_



FUZZY SET = “THERE IS NO GENDER!” 
BOUNDED SET = “THERE IS SO! AND RULES!” 

CENTRED SET = _________________________



TWO DISCLAIMER NOTES 



THE PROBLEM



WHEN IT COMES TO GENDER DIFFERENCES IN THE 
CHURCH, WE ARE OFTEN STUCK TALKING ABOUT 
WHAT CERTAIN GENDERS CAN AND CAN’T DO, 
RATHER THAN FULLY CELEBRATING WHO EACH 

PERSON IS MADE TO BE.



REASON NUMBER 1: 

WE START THE STORY AT THE WRONG POINT 



Genesis 1 - In the beginning God created, ordered and gave purpose 
to humanity. God created man and woman as mutuals – made for each 
other – and they were one with each other. 

STARTING THE STORY 
_



Genesis 1 - In the beginning God created, ordered and gave purpose 
to humanity. God created man and woman as mutuals – made for each 
other – and they were one with each other. 

Genesis 3 - The Fall, the disruption of this original good 
arrangement, and everything has been distorted. The Fall distorted 
this mutuality by turning women against men and men against women; 
oneness became otherness and rivalry for power, resulting in the 
climatic and tragic words of Genesis 3:16: “Your desire will be 
for your husband, and he will rule over you”  

STARTING THE STORY 
_



“The fall turned the woman to seek 
dominance over the man, and the fall 
turned the man to seek dominance over the 
woman. A life of struggling for control 
is the way of life for the fallen.  But 
the good news story of the Bible is that 
the fall eventually gives way to new 
creation; the fallen can be reborn and 
re-created.”

SCOTT MCKNIGHT 
_



“Sadly, the church has far too 
often perpetuated the fall as a permanent 
condition.  Perpetuating the fall entails 
failing to restore creation 
conditions when it comes to male and 
female relationships.  This is against 
both Jesus and Paul, who each read the 
Bible as a story that moves from creation 
(oneness) to new creation (oneness).”

SCOTT MCKNIGHT 
_



THIS RAISES A QUESTION FOR EACH OF US TODAY: 

WHERE DO I START MY BIG STORY OF HUMANITY?



REASON NUMBER TWO: 

THIS IS A HOW-WE-INTERPRET-THE-BIBLE PROBLEM 



“And I want women to be modest in their appearance. They should 
wear decent and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to 
themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or 
pearls or expensive clothes. For women who claim to be devoted to 
God should make themselves attractive by the good things they do. 

Women should learn quietly and submissively. I do not let women 
teach men or have authority over them. Let them listen quietly. 
For God made Adam first, and afterward he made Eve. And it was not 
Adam who was deceived by Satan. The woman was deceived, and sin 
was the result. But women will be saved through childbearing, 
assuming they continue to live in faith, love, holiness, and 
modesty.” 

1 TIMOTHY 2:9-15 
_



THAT’S THAT THEN.



…OR IS IT?



WE MISUNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS TO READ A TEXT 
LITERALLY



THE LETTERS OF THE NT WERE WRITTEN FOR US,  
BUT WERE NOT WRITTEN TO US



A CONTEXT-SKETCH





THIS INSTRUCTION FROM PAUL TO TIMOTHY,  
USING GENESIS 3 POINTS OF ARGUMENT,  

IS FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE COMMUNITY TO NOT 
BE SEEN IN ALIGNING WITH THIS CULTURAL CULT – 

NOT A LONG-TERM RESTRAINING AND SILENCING OF 
WOMEN IN CHRIST’S COMMUNITY.



“I think Paul would roll over in his grave if he knew we were 
turning his letters into torah.”

F.F. BRUCE 
_



Don’t ignore them, but seek to understand them 

We place them in the larger story of the letter, the whole story 
of Scripture and the whole context of history — not outside and 
isolated by themselves  

We check them against Jesus, who is perfect theology and the One 
who prayed that we would “be one” (John 17)

SO HOW DO WE HANDLE SCRIPTURES LIKE THESE? 
_



“The Bible doesn’t present different or 
competing visions for God’s sons and 
daughters. God’s vision for his world is 
singular, whole, and unified. Male and 
female callings are not separate issues. 
they are interwoven, interdependent, and 
inseparable in the Bible. God didn’t create 
a world where one gender can flourish at 
the expense of the other. In God’s world, 
the true flourishing of one depends on and 
promotes the full flourishing of the other. 
In fact, God’s kingdom purposes for the 
world hinge on how well we both flourish 
and pull together to serve him.”

CAROLYN JAMES 
_
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MALE FEMALE

Preaching/teaching Kids ministry

Worship leading Prayer & care ministry

Physically setting up for 
sunday gatherings Administrating

Small group leader Food preparation & serving

Pastor Pastor’s wife



AS INDIVIDUALS, AS THE IMAGE BEARERS OF GOD, 
AS PEOPLE WITH DIVERSE, BEAUTIFUL AND SACRED 

GIFTINGS REGARDLESS OF OUR GENDER



Male & Female worship leaders 
Male & Female Circle leaders 
Male & Female preachers 
Male & Female pastors 
Male & Female prophets 
Male & Female CEO’s 
Male & Female stay at home parents 
Male & Female nurses 
Male & Female mechanics 
…

WE DESIRE TO SEE 
_



WE NEED TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE AND WALK TOWARDS 
PARTNERSHIP, RECONCILIATION & THE EMPOWERING 

OF ONE ANOTHER



IDENTIFY OUR OWN GENDER BIASES AND 
STEREOTYPES THAT WE HAVE



Men: 
Confident, assertive, unemotional, risk takers, leaders, 
independent and strong. 

Women: 
Obliging, the nurturer/caretakers, desire safety/security, quiet, 
likable and emotional 

STEREOTYPES 
_



Deborah - Judge, Prophetess and Oracle 

Ruth - Risk taker 

Priscilla - Taught and lead with Apollos 

Phoebe - A deacon, elder of the church 

STEREOTYPES 
_



SERVE ONE ANOTHER



“Gender debate fatigue is spreading in the church. For too long, 
our discussions of gender have tilted to one side or the other, 
sometimes reaching toxic levels and accompanied by a pendulum 
swinging logic that leads us to believe advocacy for one gender 
comes at a cost for the other. No resolution is in sight. There’s 
a sense that we’re somehow stuck in a zero-sum game, sparring like 
bickering siblings over a finite pie, each vying to get their fair 
share“

CAROLYN JAMES 
_



ACTIVELY LOOK FOR AND ENCOURAGE  
THE GIFTINGS IN OTHERS



“The people of God on mission is not a place of disunity … It is a 
community so unified, so beautiful that it stops others in their 
tracks. Those on the outside can’t help but peer in and watch with 
awe and wonder, and notice the unity, love, warmth, and joy. It is 
a place of men and women at the table, sharing hospitality, 
sharing gifts, and laying down their lives for each other. It is a 
place of generosity and care, a place of proclamation and light. 
And when we get it right, the world sees. When we get it right, 
the world takes notice. When we get it right, the light shines 
bright. When we get it right, the world sees Jesus… This, my 
friends, is why we gather at the table. Not just so we can have a 
seat and consume, but so we can have a seat and shine before the 
world.“

TARA BETH LEACH 
_



WE WON’T THRIVE ALONE


