


THE BREAKFAST CLUB



AN EARLY MASTERCLASS IN SOCIAL STATUS 
AND NAVIGATING SOCIAL LADDERS



THE SOCIAL LADDER



Social class: a person’s place either at the bottom, middle or top 
  
Social status: a person's standing or importance in relation to 
other people within a society 

Social value: what one’s position adds to the whole of society  

Social privilege: when one has a position advantage   

Social justice: fair and just relationship between the individual 
and the society  

SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE SOCIAL LADDER 
_



THE KEY QUESTION: 
“WHERE ARE YOU ON THE LADDER?”



Early church sociology in a Mediterranean Graeco-Roman context:  

Honour: validated worth  

Patronage: validated position (Patron/client relationships 
operated on every level of Roman society—between rich and poor, 
former masters and freedmen, aristocrats and collegia (clubs and 
guilds), and others.)  

Purity: validated spirituality (the dualism between body and soul)  

EARLY CHURCH POSITIONS ON THE LADDER 
_



THE SAME QUESTION: 
“WHERE ARE WE ON THE LADDER?”



PAUL &  
THE CHURCH  
OF CORINTH



In dealing with honour and patronage 

“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let 
there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, 
united in thought and purpose. For some members of Chloe’s 
household have told me about your quarrels, my dear brothers and 
sisters. Some of you are saying, “I am a follower of Paul.” Others 
are saying, “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Peter,” or “I follow 
only Christ.” 
– 1:10-12 

PAUL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 1 - 4 
_



In dealing with honour and patronage 

“You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. 
Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? 
Aren’t you living like people of the world? When one of you says, 
“I am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “I follow Apollos,” 
aren’t you acting just like people of the world? 
After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants 
through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work 
the Lord gave us.” 
– 3:3-5 

PAUL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 1 - 4 
_



In dealing with honour and patronage 

“So don’t boast about following a particular human leader. For 
everything belongs to you—whether Paul or Apollos or Peter, or the 
world, or life and death, or the present and the future. 
Everything belongs to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ 
belongs to God.” 
– 3:21-23 

PAUL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 1 - 4 
_



In dealing with purity 

No dualism here, what has purified your soul your body should now 
reflect in your sexuality (5-7) and eating food (8-10) 

“Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not 
belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you 
must honor God with your body.” 
– 6:19-20  

PAUL IN 1 CORINTHIANS 5 - 10 
_



OVER AND OVER AGAIN,  
THE ANSWERS FROM PAUL ARE THE SAME:  

THIS IS ALL CENTRED AROUND CHRIST NOW.



BACK TO THE LADDER: 
“WHERE ARE YOU ON THE LADDER?”



BACK TO THE LADDER: 
“WHERE ARE YOU ON THE LADDER?”



BACK TO THE LADDER: 
“WHERE ARE YOU ON THE LADDER?”  

“WHAT HAS CHRIST DONE WITH THE LADDER?”



The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one 
whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, 
some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have 
all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share 
the same Spirit. 
– 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And 
all who have been united with Christ in baptism have put on 
Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true 
children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to 
Abraham belongs to you.  
– Gal 3:23-29  

PAUL ON THE NEW FLATTENED REALITY 
_



In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or 
free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 
– Col 3:11 

PAUL ON THE NEW FLATTENED REALITY 
_



IN CHRIST  
WE NOW HAVE A FLATTENED REALITY TO LIVE IN TOGETHER.



Q? 
SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR OUR DIFFERENCES?  

A: 
THEY BECOME GATEWAYS TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S UNITY.





INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS  
BUILT A COLLECTIVE PERSPECTIVE



Dear Mr. Vernon, we accept the fact that we had to sacrifice a 
whole Saturday in detention for whatever it is we did wrong, but 
we think you're crazy for making us write an essay telling you who 
we think we are. You see us as you want to see us, in the simplest 
terms, in the most convenient definitions. But what we found out, 
is that each one of us is a brain, and an athlete, and a 
basketcase, a princess, and a criminal.  

Does that answer your question?  

Sincerely yours, The Breakfast Club.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB ESSAY 
_



LIZ, BRUCE & JESSE



WHAT BROUGHT YOU TOGETHER?



WHAT HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED?



WHAT IS THE GIFT OF DIFFERENCE?


