


PSALM 145



“I WILL PRAISE”



TODAY: 
THE PRAISE  
PSALMS



FIRST, LET’S TALK ABOUT WORDS



Hallal - to boast foolishly   

Tahillah - to sing   

Shabach - to shout or exclaim  

Zamar - to praise with instruments or voices   

Hallelujah - a call to praise Yahweh  

Barak - to bless, to kneel  

Yadah - to confess or surrender  

Todah - to sing together in community  

Sabah - to express affectionately  

Machol - to dance   

…

‘PRAISE’ IN HEBREW 
_



  1 Praise the LORD!  
  Yes, give praise, O servants of the LORD.  
    Praise the name of the LORD!  
  2 Blessed be the name of the LORD  
    now and forever.  

  1 Hallelujah!  
  Yes, hallal, O servants of the LORD  
  Hallelujah!  
  2 Barak the name of the LORD  
  now and forever  

PSALM 113:1-3  
_

Praise Yahweh 
Boast foolishly 
Praise Yahweh 
To bless to kneel



  1 Praise the LORD!  
  Yes, give praise, O servants of the LORD.  
    Praise the name of the LORD!  
  2 Blessed be the name of the LORD  
    now and forever.  

  1 Hallelujah!  
  Yes, hallal, O servants of the LORD  
  Hallelujah!  
  2 Barak the name of the LORD  
  now and forever  

PSALM 113:1-3  
_

Praise Yahweh 
Boast foolishly 
Praise Yahweh 
To bless to kneel



  1 Let the godly sing for joy to the LORD;  
    it is fitting for the pure to praise him.  
  2 Praise the LORD with melodies on the lyre;  
    make music for him on the ten-stringed harp.  
  
  1 Let the godly todah;  
    it is fitting for the pure to tahillah  
  2 Yadah with melodies on the lyre;  
    make music for him on the ten-stringed harp.  

PSALM 33:1-2  
_

Sing together 
To sing a song 
To confess or  

surrender



  1 Let the godly sing for joy to the LORD;  
    it is fitting for the pure to praise him.  
  2 Praise the LORD with melodies on the lyre;  
    make music for him on the ten-stringed harp.  
  
  1 Let the godly todah for joy;  
    it is fitting for the pure to tahillah  
  2 Yadah with melodies on the lyre;  
    make music for him on the ten-stringed harp.  

PSALM 33:1-2  
_

Sing together 
To sing a song 
To confess or  

surrender



OUR ENGLISH WORD “PRAISE”  
DOESN’T QUITE SEEM BIG ENOUGH



NEXT, LET’S TALK ABOUT PERSPECTIVE



THE HEBREW PSALMIST LIVED 
IN A UNIFIED REALITY 
BETWEEN CREATION AND 
CREATOR



NOT PANTHEIST (CREATION IS GOD) 
BUT NATURIST (CREATION REFLECTS GOD)



THIS IS VERY INDIGENOUS



 “[Maori] conceive of the universe as a two-world system in which 
the material proceeds from the spiritual and the spiritual (which 
is the higher order) interpenetrates the material physical world 
of Te Ao Marama.” 

“... while the Maori thought of the physical sphere as subject to 
natural laws, these could be affected, modified and even changed 
by the application of the higher laws of the spiritual order.” 

“In these ways Maori worldviews and their associated 
spiritualities are more reminiscent of the Hebrews of the Old 
Testament whereas Pakeha worldviews show their roots as springing 
from the Greeks.” 

 –from ‘The Woven Universe’ 

REV. MAORI MARSDEN 
_



THE WESTERN WORLDVIEW HAS FLATTENED THE 
WORLD INTO “LIFELESS OBJECTS”



TO THE PSALMIST, EVERYTHING TRULY IS SACRED: 
THERE ARE NO “DEAD” OBJECTS



The heavens proclaim the glory of God.  
The skies display his craftsmanship.  
Day after day they continue to speak;  
night after night they make him known.  
They speak without a sound or word;  
their voice is never heard.  
Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,  
and their words to all the world.  
God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.  
It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding.  
It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.  
The sun rises at one end of the heavens  
and follows its course to the other end.  
Nothing can hide from its heat.  

PSALM 19:1-6 
_



“YEAH… BUT WE KNOW THAT’S NOT HOW IT 
WORKS ANYMORE. RIGHT?”







WHAT DOES THIS DO TO THE TEXT? 

NOTHING.



DON’T MISS THE POINT: 
REALITY CAN BE SEEN AS ALIVE-AND-KICKING;  

TELLING OF THE CREATOR BY BEING ITSELF



The heavens proclaim the glory of God.  
The skies display his craftsmanship.  
Day after day they continue to speak;  
night after night they make him known.  
They speak without a sound or word;  
their voice is never heard.  
Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,  
and their words to all the world.  
God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.  
It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding.  
It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.  
The sun rises at one end of the heavens  
and follows its course to the other end.  
Nothing can hide from its heat.  

PSALM 19:1-6 
_



THERE IS A DISRUPTIVE NATURE  
TO THIS KIND OF CALL TO PRAISE



THE DISRUPTION OF A  
SINGING AND PRAISING  

COMMUNITY



WHY DO WE SING TOGETHER?



1. It’s strongly encouraged (because it’s good for us) 

WHY DO WE SING TOGETHER? 
_



Psalm 9:11 Sing praises to the Lord who reigns in Jerusalem. Tell the 
world about his unforgettable deeds. 

Psalm 30:4 Sing to the Lord, all you godly ones! Praise his holy name 

Psalm 33:1 Let the godly sing for joy to the Lord; it is fitting for 
the pure to praise him. 

Psalm 47:6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, 
sing praises! 

Psalm 66:2 Sing about the glory of his name! Tell the world how 
glorious he is. 

Psalm 81:2 Sing! Beat the tambourine. Play the sweet lyre and the harp. 

Psalm 95:1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord. 

Psalm 149:1  Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song. Sing his 
praises in the assembly of the faithful. 



1. It’s strongly encouraged (because it’s good for us) 
2. It can lead to an encounter with God where everything can change 

WHY DO WE SING TOGETHER? 
_



1. It’s strongly encouraged (because it’s good for us) 
2. It can lead to an encounter with God where everything can change 
3. Singing our songs teaches us about God 

WHY DO WE SING TOGETHER? 
_



TELL US ABOUT ONE OF OUR SONGS WE SING



I will praise you Lord, for all that you have done 
And all that you will do, for everything you are 

You draw near when we draw near 
I look past myself and sing 

Hallelujah, praise forever 
Hallelujah praise Yahweh 
Praise Yahweh 

I lay aside all fear and pride 
You’re worthy 
No other love can satisfy 
You’re worthy 

HALLELUJAH 

I lay aside all fear and pride 
You’re worthy, you’re worthy 
I lift my voice, my hands, my eyes 
You’re worthy, you’re worthy 
I lay aside all fear and pride 
You’re worthy, you’re worthy 
I’m letting go, I’m running wild 



WHAT’S NEXT?


