


MARK 2:1-12 
_
When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news 
spread quickly that he was back home. Soon the house where he 
was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no more 
room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word 
to them, four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 
They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they 
dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they lowered 
the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. Seeing their 
faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins 
are forgiven.” 

But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting 
there thought to themselves, “What is he saying? This is 
blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!”



MARK 2:1-12 
_
Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked 
them, “Why do you question this in your hearts? Is it easier 
to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or 
‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk’? So I will prove to you 
that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand 
up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 

And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through 
the stunned onlookers. They were all amazed and praised God, 
exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this before!”



WHAT WERE THEY ALL STUNNED ABOUT?



JESUS HAS SHOWN THE AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE  
HUMANITY ON BEHALF OF GOD’S CURRENT SYSTEM





FORGIVENESS IS ON THE MOVE



TOM WRIGHT 
_
"Forgiveness is the most powerful thing in the world, but 
because it is so costly we prefer to settle for second best.”







REPLAYING THOSE SOUNDBITES 
_
"I am abandoning my right to revenge, to payback.”  

“I open the door of opportunity to you to make a 
new beginning.”  

“The only way you can appropriate forgiveness is by 
confessing. Confessing opens you to the possibility 
of receiving it.”  



ANGRY TROLLS WITH LOUD COMMENTS  
AND UN-FOLLOWING THOSE WE DISAGREE WITH





REPLAYING THOSE SOUNDBITES 
_
“We follow a Lord and Master who when at the point 
they are crucifying Him in the most painful way can 
say, ‘Pray for their forgiveness.’ And we follow the 
One who says ‘Forgive one another as God forgave 
you.” That is for us the paradigm. We may not always 
reach to that ideal, but that is the standard.”



HENRI NOUWEN 
_
“Forgiveness is the name of love practiced among 
people who love poorly. The hard truth is that all 
people love poorly. We need to forgive and be 
forgiven every day, every hour increasingly. That is 
the great work of love among the fellowship of the 
weak that is the human family.“



STORY



“FORGIVE US AS WE FORGIVE THOSE  
WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST US.”


