


TALK / ACTION



SO FAR 
_
Jesus is the new Way 

Jesus has been immersed in water  

Jesus has gone through the desert 

Jesus is talking about “the Kingdom of God” 

He has invited a bunch of on-the-job learners to come and 
learn this new reality



MARK 1:21-45



TOM WRIGHT 
_
“Here is a man, not one of the recognised teachers, who begins 
on his own authority to tell people what God’s will is, how 
the kingdom is coming. The usual teachers – priests and 
scribes, the literate ones, with in some places Pharisees as 
well, the self appointed scrupulous guardians of Jewish 
ancestral tradition – didn’t teach like that. They always said 
‘as Moses said’, or ‘as Rabbi so-and-so said’. Jesus spoke 
with a quiet but compelling authority all of his own. 
And with the same authority he spoke words of healing. 
…



TOM WRIGHT 
_
Sometimes people for whom life had become a total nightmare – 
whose personalities seemed taken over by dark powers – 
confronted Jesus; they seem to have had a kind of inside track 
on recognising him, knowing who he was and what he’d come to 
do. He’d come to stop the nightmare, to rescue people, both 
nations and individuals, from the destructive forces that 
enslaved them. So whether it was shrieking demons, a woman 
with a fever, or simply whatever diseases people happened to 
suffer from, Jesus dealt with them, all with the same gentle 
but deeply effective authority."



JESUS SHOWED HIS TELL





GOD DIDN’T HEAL 



GOD DIDN’T HEAL 
GOD’S NOT ACTIVE 



GOD DIDN’T HEAL 
GOD’S NOT ACTIVE 

GOD ISN’T REAL



GOD DID HEAL 



GOD DID HEAL 
GOD IS ACTIVE 



GOD DID HEAL 
GOD IS ACTIVE 
GOD IS REAL



SO, WHICH IS IT?



HAS HAPPENED EXPERIENCE HASN’T HAPPENED EXPERIENCE

HASN’T HAPPENED THEOLOGYHAS HAPPENED THEOLOGY



REMEMBER:  
HERE IN MARK WE ARE SEEING MANY SNAPSHOTS 

FORMING A PICTURE OF WHAT GOD’S KINGDOM IS LIKE 
AND WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BE LIVING THE JESUS WAY 



REVELATION 21:1-5 
_
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven 
and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, 
God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, 
and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no 
more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are 
gone forever.”  
And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making 
everything new!” And then he said to me, “Write this down, for 
what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”  



THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS IN THE BUSINESS OF THE 
RESTORATION OF ALL BROKEN THINGS



KINTSUGI



THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NOT A PLACE OF SICKNESS, 
DISEASE AND EXCLUSION BUT OF WHOLENESS.



CHURCH HISTORY AND HEALING 
_
“Healing ministry was a normal part of early Christianity. 
Justin Martyr, who lived around AD 150, tells in several 
places how Christians healed and cast out evil in the name of 
Jesus. The main ways Rome was converted to Christianity were 
healings and exorcisms. Irenaus who lived around the same 
time, attested to “almost the same range of healings as we 
have found in the gospels and Acts.” It is recorded that no 
fee was charged for healing performed by Christians which was 
quite different from healings at the pagan temples. Christian 
healing also had a greater purpose, namely, the person’s 
salvation. 
…



CHURCH HISTORY + HEALING 
_
Copies of the prayers used by the bishop to bless the oil of 
anointing show that the early Christians expected this 
blessing with oil to bring healing to the whole person, body, 
mind and spirit. For the first 300 years of the church people 
prayed for and received the charisms of the Holy Spirit when 
they were baptized. Everyone prayed for healing. Healing 
ministry was a normal response to someone who was sick. 
During the 300’s the Church becomes “official”, the use of the 
charisms declined, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was 
often no longer expected. Healing stories were used to prove 
the divine origin of Christianity but they got separated from 
their context and the essence of healing, namely, feeling the 
intense love of God, was lost. … 



CHURCH HISTORY + HEALING 
_
By 400AD physical healing was no longer understood as an 
invitation to eternal wholeness, but as a distraction from 
it.”



TURN AND SEE



1PM AT KAITARAKIHI BAY, HUIA RD

BAPTISMS


