


The women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they 
said nothing to anyone because they were too frightened.

MARK 16:8 
_



[Shorter Ending of Mark] 
Then they briefly reported all this to Peter and his companions. 
Afterward Jesus himself sent them out from east to west with the 
sacred and unfailing message of salvation that gives eternal life. 
Amen.

MARK 16:X 
_



[Longer Ending of Mark] 
After Jesus rose from the dead early on Sunday morning, the first 
person who saw him was Mary Magdalene, the woman from whom he had 
cast out seven demons. She went to the disciples, who were 
grieving and weeping, and told them what had happened. But when 
she told them that Jesus was alive and she had seen him, they 
didn’t believe her. 
Afterward he appeared in a different form to two of his followers 
who were walking from Jerusalem into the country. They rushed back 
to tell the others, but no one believed them. 
Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they were 
eating together. He rebuked them for their stubborn unbelief 
because they refused to believe those who had seen him after he 
had been raised from the dead.

MARK 16:9-20 
_



[Longer Ending of Mark] 
And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good 
News to everyone. Anyone who believes and is baptized will be 
saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. These 
miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast 
out demons in my name, and they will speak in new languages. They 
will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink 
anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place 
their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” 
When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken 
up into heaven and sat down in the place of honor at God’s right 
hand. And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord 
worked through them, confirming what they said by many miraculous 
signs.

MARK 16:9-20 
_



LET’S TALK ABOUT ENDINGS 

(SPOILER ALERT)





“A MOVIE SO UPBEAT WITH HUMOUR AND COMEDY 
SHOULDN’T END LIKE THAT.”



MARK’S GOSPEL SHOULDN’T 
END LIKE THIS – SHOULD IT?



8 - Mark’s actual ending; abrupt and dramatic leaving us in the 
fullness of the moment 

X - too grandiose to be Mark’s authorship 

9-20 - pieces of Matthew and Luke added by manuscript scribes 

THE ENDINGS OF MARK 
_



LET’S TAKE A BIG VIEW HERE: 

MARK STARTS WITH JESUS AS THE MINORITY AND 
MARK ENDS WITH A SMALL GROUP OF  
JESUS-FOLLOWERS AS THE MINORITY



THE SCENE HASN’T CHANGED,  
BUT THEIR ENTIRE REALITY HAS



ROMAN EMPIRE RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE



THE WAY     
                                     OF JESUS



THEY ARE A MINORITY OF WITNESSES WITH POWER 
IN RE-TELLING WHAT THEY HAVE EXPERIENCED







WE ENTER INTO EXISTING STORIES THAT ARE 
ALREADY IN MOTION













"According to the widely respected Pew report, Christianity 
remains the world’s most persecuted religion. And the only reason 
for mentioning this so crassly in terms of league tables is simply 
that it serves to highlight the deafening silence of our response 
to it. From North Korea (OK, obviously) to China, and increasingly 
even in places such as India – all around the world Christians are 
subject to real and sustained violence for the profession of their 
faith, the one that we proclaim most insistently today. That life 
is stronger than death. That love will ultimately triumph over 
hate."

FROM THE GUARDIAN, 21 APRIL 
_





"One of the basic facts of contemporary religious history is that 
Christians around the world are persecuted on an extraordinary 
scale — by mobs and pogroms in India, jihadists and United States-
allied governments in the Muslim world, secular totalitarians in 
China and North Korea. Yet as an era-defining reality rather than 
an episodic phenomenon this reality is barely visible in the 
Western media, and rarely called by name and addressed head-on by 
Western governments and humanitarian institutions. (“Islamophobia” 
looms large; talk of “Christophobia” is almost nonexistent.)"

FROM NY TIMES, 23 APRIL 
_



WE MUST REALISE OUR MINORITY STORY



WE, LIKE THE FIRST FOLLOWERS OF JESUS HERE IN THE 
CLOSING WORDS OF MARK’S GOSPEL, WILL FIND 

OURSELVES ON THE PERIPHERAL EDGE



We are not a Christian nation. (Remember Sayers) 

REALITY CHECK 
_



We are not a Christian nation. (Remember Sayers) 

We are not a “one God” nation. (Remember Paul at Mars Hill) 
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Trump, Tamaki and the religious right, will get louder and 
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We are not a Christian nation. (Remember Sayers) 

We are not a “one God” nation. (Remember Paul at Mars Hill) 

Trump, Tamaki and the religious right, will get louder and 
angrier, and put up more ‘walls’ of protection to their 
fortresses. (Remember the Pharisee stories) 

The liberal progressive vision will look even more appealing but 
will continue to become tribalistic, exclusive and unravel 
humanity further. (Remember the Herod stories)

REALITY CHECK 
_



AND IN THE MIDDLE, IS US,  
PURSUING THE WAY OF JESUS 

AS HUMBLY, FAITHFULLY AND CAREFULLY AS WE CAN



OPEN YOUR HEART TO PROPHECY FOR A MOMENT






