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At once, the Spirit sent 
him out into the 
wilderness and he was in 
the desert 40 days, being 
tempted by satan. He was 
with the wild animals and 
the angels attended him. 

MARK 1:12-13



LUKE 4:1-13 
_
Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
River. He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where he 
was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate nothing all 
that time and became very hungry. 
Then the devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 
But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not 
live by bread alone.” 
Then the devil took him up and revealed to him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.“I will give you the 
glory of these kingdoms and authority over them,” the devil 
said, “because they are mine to give to anyone I please. I 
will give it all to you if you will worship me.” 



LUKE 4:1-13 
_

Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say, 
‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’ 
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of 
the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! 
For the Scriptures say, 
‘He will order his angels to protect and guard you.And they 
will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your 
foot on a stone” 
Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test 
the Lord your God.” 
When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until 
the next opportunity came. 











WE DISTRACT OURSELVES  
WE BLAME OTHERS  
WE SIMPLY IGNORE



C S LEWIS 
_

“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended 
to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 
but shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 



JESUS DID NOT AVOID THE DESERT



EXODUS 16:3 
_

“If only the Lord had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. 
“There we sat around pots filled with meat and ate all the 
bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this 
wilderness to starve us all to death.”



THE TRUE ISRAEL



PARADOX OF VOLUNTARY ACCEPTANCE 



NT WRIGHT 
_

"Physical needs and wants are important, but loyalty to God is more 
important still. Jesus is indeed to become the world’s true lord, 
but the path to that status, and the mode of it when it arrives, is 
humble service, not a devilish seeking after status and power. Trust 
in God doesn’t mean acting stupidly to force God into doing a 
spectacular rescue. The power that Jesus already has, which he will 
shortly display in healings in particular, is to be used for 
restoring others to life and strength, not for cheap stunts. His 
status as God’s son commits him, not to showy prestige, but to the 
strange path of humility, service and finally death." 



DO YOU WANT TO BE SAFE OR STRONG?



EUGENE PETERSON 
_

“The way of Jesus cannot be imposed or mapped — it requires an 
active participation in following Jesus as he leads us through 
sometimes strange and unfamiliar territory, in circumstances that 
become clear only in the hesitations and questionings, in the pauses 
and reflections where we engage in prayerful conversation with one 
another and with him.” 



PARABLE


