


They were now on the way up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them. The disciples were filled with awe, and 
the people following behind were overwhelmed with fear. Taking 
the twelve disciples aside, Jesus once more began to describe 
everything that was about to happen to him. “Listen,” he said, 
“we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of religious 
law. They will sentence him to die and hand him over to the 
Romans. They will mock him, spit on him, flog him with a whip, 
and kill him, but after three days he will rise again.” 
…

MARK 10:32-45 
_



Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke 
to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do us a favour.” 
“What is your request?” he asked. 
They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want 
to sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right and 
the other on your left.” 
But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking! 
Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am 
about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism 
of suffering I must be baptized with?” 
“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” 
…
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Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter 
cup and be baptized with my baptism of suffering. But I have 
no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has 
prepared those places for the ones he has chosen.” 
When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had 
asked, they were indignant. So Jesus called them together and 
said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over 
their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those 
under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants 
to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone 
else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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_



• John and James have short memories: remember the whole John-
the-Baptist-and-Herod-beheading thing…?  

• Jesus’ vision: violent and forceful power as the mode of 
change is not the way of the Kingdom of God  

• Jesus’ re-design of their vision is to be willing to suffer 
as a servant  

• He declares: I will do this first  

SOME COMMENTARY AND CONTEXT 
_



THREE PAIRS OF PEOPLE WHO HELP US SEE 
THREE TRUTHS FROM THIS TEXT TODAY



FIRST, A LESSON OF GOING IN FIRST









JESUS IS THE SERVANT-LEADER 
GOING BEFORE ALL FIRST AND ENTERING INTO 

THE THICK OF SUFFERING, SACRIFICE AND DEATH.



They were now on the way up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them.  

Jesus once more began to describe everything that was about to 
happen to him… 

"For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve 
others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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Q? 

IS SERVANTHOOD JUST A THEORY FOR YOU,  
OR ARE YOU FOLLOWING JESUS INTO LIVING IT OUT?



SECOND, A LESSON FROM SO-CAL PUNK BANDS









JESUS IS CALLING FOR AN UNDERGROUND 
MOVEMENT THAT IS SUBVERSIVE TO THE MAIN 

POWERS OF THE WORLD.



“But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a 
leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first among you must be the slave of everyone else.”
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Q? 

WHAT ARE THE EVIL POWERS AT HAND,  
AND WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE TO SUBVERT WITHIN 

RATHER THAN DOMINATE FROM ON TOP?



THIRD, A LESSON ON HOW YOU POSTURE YOURSELF









JESUS STANDS STRONG FOR HIS MESSAGE,  
BUT HIS POSTURE, DELIVERY AND TONE TOWARDS OTHERS 

IS A WHOLE NEW WAY OF DEMONSTRATING POWER



PRACTICES OF ABSTINENCE:  
Solitude 

Silence 

Fasting 

Frugality 

Chastity 

Secrecy 

Sacrifice 

Watching 

Sabbath

PRACTICES OF ENGAGEMENT:  
Worship 

Study 

Celebration 

Service 

Prayer 

Fellowship 

Confession 

Submission 

Generosity
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Q? 

HOW ARE YOU POSTURING YOURSELF INTO THE 
WRESTLES OF POWER IN THIS WORLD? 



TO FINISH, AN EXHORTATION:



"When service is unto people, the bones can grow weary, the 
frustration deep. Because, agrees Dorothy Sayers, "whenever man is 
made the center of things, he becomes the storm-center of trouble. 
The moment you think of serving people, you begin to have a notion 
that other people owe you something for your pains. You will begin 
to bargain for reward, to angle for applause. When the eyes of the 
heart focus on God, and the hands on always washing the feet of 
Jesus alone - the bones, they sing joy and the work returns to 
it's purest state: eucharisteo. The work becomes worship, a 
liturgy of thankfulness. "The work we do is only our love for 
Jesus in action" writes Mother Theresa. "If we pray the work...if 
we do it to Jesus, if we do it for Jesus, if we do it with 
Jesus... that's what makes us content." Deep joy is always in the 
touching of Christ - in whatever skin He comes to us in.

ANN VOSKAMP 
_


