


JESUS > TRADITION



MARK 6:53-7:13 
_

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and 
anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people 
recognised Jesus. They ran throughout that whole region and 
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And 
wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they 
placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let 
them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it 
were healed. 
…



MARK 6:53-7:13 
_

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and saw some of his 
disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, 
unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 
they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the 
tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace 
they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other 
traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.  

... 



MARK 6:53-7:13 
_

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why 
don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the 
elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is written: 

“‘These people honor me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me. 
They worship me in vain; 
    their teachings are merely human rules.’



MARK 6:53-7:13 
_

You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to 
human traditions.” 

And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the 
commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! For 
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who 
curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’But you 
say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to 
help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)
— then you no longer let them do anything for their father or 
mother. Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that 
you have handed down. And you do many things like that.” 



WASH YOUR HANDS, JESUS.



INTERESTING TO NOTE: 
_

• One would become ceremonially unclean simply through during 
daily living
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INTERESTING TO NOTE: 
_

• One would become ceremonially unclean simply through during 
daily living 

• Cleansing involved running water over "unclean" hands 

• Jesus first miracle according to John was turning sacrificial 
cleansing water into wine at a wedding in Cana (John 2)



"FROM JERUSALEM"



THIS IS IRONIC



THIS IS TRAGIC



THE WERE SO FOCUSED ON HONOURING GOD THAT THEY 
COULD NO LONGER SEE THE GOD THEY DESIRED TO 

HONOUR



CONFESSION



TRADITIONS; 
_

A long-established custom or belief that has been passed on 
from one generation to another.



WHAT CULTURAL TRADITIONS DO YOU THINK JESUS WOULD 
CHALLENGE TODAY?



"...I think he would definitely start to break the walls 
between denominations(or hatred between denominations) so we 
all focus on what is truly important."



"Definitely the lack of transparency and servant humility in 
leadership and the way in which we front like we got it 
together because we know ABOUT God."



"The very obvious cliques and social rankings within a church, 
having how "godly" you are determined by how many hours you 
spend volunteering there a week, or who you associate with in 
and outside of the church."



"Alter calls"



"The fact that we minimize church life to a 90-minute service 
on a Sunday morning."



"...probably almost all westernised evangelical traditions, 
because we make Christianity a formula to be taught and 
followed, yet Jesus basically challenged anyone who thought 
they had it right...I think we are putting God in a box when we 
think this way."



"Not being the church outside the church building"



"The silence. The silence for those oppressed. The silence over 
deceit and sin and unspoken shame that is scattered over 
[others]. The shame the church deals out to those in need."



"Empire building. Leadership-speak."



#THINGSJESUSNEVERSAID

#


JESUS > TRADITION HOW?



BY FULLY EMBODYING IT



HOLY SPIRIT, SPEAK


