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“I WANTED [THE SCRIPTURES] TO BE IN A LANGUAGE THAT 
MY CONGREGATION COULD UNDERSTAND AND NOT HAVE 

THE LANGUAGE GET IN THE WAY.”



“DISCIPLESHIP IS A LONG OBEDIENCE  
IN THE SAME DIRECTION.”



“BONO LIKED MY WORK?  
I DIDN’T KNOW WHO BONO WAS.”



#YEAROFTHEPETERSON



“IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU NEED TO READ MORE PETERSON.”







“CHURCH AS STORY”



“Luke wrote two books: the story of Jesus and the story of 
the church. … the followers of Jesus who after his death, 
resurrection, and ascension became a community of Jesus. This 
community was called church.” 

“Most of us read the story of Jesus as the story of God doing 
for us what he will for us: the story of Jesus, the story of 
God among us, revealing himself to us, calling us, saving us. 
But the moment Jesus ascends into heaven as told in Acts, the 
story shifts to church. It is common at this point to let 
Jesus slip into the background and proceed to understand the 
story of church as what we are doing for God. 
… 
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The American stereotype of church. Salvation is God’s 
business. It is what God does. And then he turns it over to 
us. Church is our business. It is what we do. God, having 
given himself to us in Jesus, now retires to the sidelines 
and we take over. Occasionally we call a time-out to consult 
with God. But basically, we are the action. 
But this is not the way Acts tells the story.” 

… 
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“Acts is not a manual with blueprints and a set of 
instructions on how to be a church. Acts is not a utopian 
fantasy on what a perfect church would look like. Acts is a 
detailed story of the ways in which the first church became a 
church. A story is not a script to be copied. A story 
develops a narrative sense in us so that we, alert to Jesus, 
will be present and obedient and believing as we participate 
in the ways that the Holy Spirit is forming the Jesus life in 
us. The plot is the same. But the actual places and 
circumstances and names will be different and form a 
narrative that is unique to our time, place, circumstances 
and people.” 
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STAY FOCUSED ON PURSUING JESUS AND  
IMPROVISING OUR PART IN THIS STORY



“TUESDAYS”



“On Tuesdays I was given an entirely different way to define 
my congregation – as problems. People with problems, men with 
baggage, women with neuroses. I was fascinated. The intricacy 
of emotional problems was fascinating. I listened with new 
ears and heard with heightened attention. If problems were 
the problem, problems could be fixed.” 
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“But this was not my work, at least not my primary work, not 
the work I had been called to do. Gradually this became clear 
to me in the Tuesday seminar. The people in my congregation 
had plenty of problems and more than enough inadequacies, but 
congregation is not defined by its collective problems. 
Congregation is a company of people who are defined by their 
creation in the image of God, living souls, whether the know 
it or not. They are not problems to be fixed, but mysteries to 
be honoured and revered. Who else other than a pastor has the 
assigned task of greeting men and women and welcoming them 
into a congregation in which they are not known by what is 
wrong with them, but by who they are, just as they are?” 
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YOU’RE NOT A PROBLEM FOR ME TO FIX. 
WE’RE ALL BROKEN AND CRACKED IMAGES, 
AND WE’RE ALL WELCOME BEFORE CHRIST, 

THE ONE WHO IS MAKING US NEW.



"WORSHIP AND COMMUNITY”



“I resolved a double focus for keeping my vocation on track: 
worship and community. The religious culture that I was 
surrounded with dismayed me on both counts. Worship had been 
degraded to entertainment. Community depersonalised into 
programs.” 

<insert rant here> 

“I wanted to develop a congregation in which relationships 
were primary, a household of hospitality. A way of worship 
that was nonmanipulative. A way of community that was 
nonprogrammatic.” 
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OUR WORSHIP IS FLAT,  
OUR CONNECTING IS SACRED  

AND RELATIONSHIP IS PRIORITY.



“WRITE IN A BOOK WHAT YOU SEE…”



“Pastor John of Patmos provided the biblical DNA that gave me 
my identity as a pastor. “Write in a book what you see…” 
Write what you see. Writer and Pastor were two sides of a 
single identity for John. … Right foot, left foot: pastor, 
writer.” 
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“I began to understand the sacred qualities of language. My 
work as pastor was immersed in language. There was hardly 
anything that did not involve language: the Word of God 
provided not information but revelation. Jesus told stories 
and taught and prayed, not to entertain us or inspire us but 
to draw us into a participating, believing, listening, loving 
way of life that was, above all, local and personal: 
prayerful. And I began to understand that the way I used 
language involved not just speaking it and writing it, but 
listening to it – listening to the words written in 
scripture, but also listening to the words spoken to me by 
the people in my congregation.” 
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LANGUAGE FORMS IMAGINATION:  
WHAT ARE WE SAYING AND WHAT ARE WE LISTENING TO?



“EUCHARISTIC HOSPITALITY”



“The Holy Eucharist is a meal – the body and blood of Jesus, 
prepared and served to God’s people as they assemble at the 
Lord’s table. The ultimate act of hospitality, the matrix of 
all hospitality. 

When we realised that all meals have a Eucharistic shape, all 
the motifs of worship began to get worked into the meals we 
ate in common around our tables in our homes and beyond.” 
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“Is it possible to live in this increasingly inhospitable 
world in a hospitable way? Is it possible to do something 
focused and intentional about what is wrong in our society 
without turning the wrongdoers in the enemy? Gathering 
friends and family to a table for a meal is our most frequent 
act of hospitality. Coming to the table where Christ is the 
host is hospitality most complete, receiving the Christ and 
the entire creation and community of Christ in thanksgiving. 
When we leave that table, we are blessed, predisposed to 
engage in a hospitable life.” 
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WE ARE A PEOPLE OF THE TABLE


