


The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and 
told him all they had done and taught. Then Jesus said, “Let’s 
go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said 
this because there were so many people coming and going that 
Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat. 
So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be 
alone. But many people recognized them and saw them leaving, 
and people from many towns ran ahead along the shore and got 
there ahead of them. Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped 
from the boat, and he had compassion on them because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. 
…

MARK 6:30-44 
_



Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send 
the crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms and 
villages and buy something to eat.” 
But Jesus said, “You feed them.” 
“With what?” they asked. “We’d have to work for months to earn 
enough money to buy food for all these people!” 
“How much bread do you have?” he asked. “Go and find out.” 
They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread and 
two fish.” 
Then Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit down in 
groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups of fifty 
or a hundred. 
… 

MARK 6:30-44 
_



Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward 
heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into 
pieces, he kept giving the bread to the disciples so they 
could distribute it to the people. He also divided the fish 
for everyone to share. They all ate as much as they wanted, 
and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of 
leftover bread and fish. A total of 5,000 men and their 
families were fed.

MARK 6:30-44 
_
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PHARISEES + BREAD CONVERSATION
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A PORTRAIT OF  
DISCIPLE-TRANSFORMATION

“Deeper” reading



THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO RECEIVE 
THOSE WHO SEE THE NEED 

THOSE WHO GIVE WITH JESUS



THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO RECEIVE 
THOSE WHO SEE THE NEED 

THOSE WHO GIVE WITH JESUS



THE CROWD & THE ENCORE



The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and 
told him all they had done and taught. Then Jesus said, “Let’s 
go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said 
this because there were so many people coming and going that 
Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat. 
So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be 
alone. But many people recognized them and saw them leaving, 
and people from many towns ran ahead along the shore and got 
there ahead of them. Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped 
from the boat, and he had compassion on them because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 
things. 
…
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_



THE CROWD IS A PORTRAIT OF A  
LOST, MALNOURISHED AND DESPERATE 

AUDIENCE OF INDIVIDUALS



THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO RECEIVE 
THOSE WHO SEE THE NEED 

THOSE WHO GIVE WITH JESUS



Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, 
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villages and buy something to eat.” 
But Jesus said, “You feed them.” 
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SO JESUS FEEDS THE 5000



SO JESUS FEEDS THE 5000❌
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THOSE WHO HAVE COME TO RECEIVE 
THOSE WHO SEE THE NEED 

THOSE WHO GIVE WITH JESUS



IMAGINE THIS:



SO WHERE DOES THE FOOD MULTIPLY?



THAT STEP OF RISK, AWAY FROM JESUS TO THE CROWD 
WITH THAT BASKET IN HAND, IS THE MOMENT OF FAITH.



IN EMPTYING YOUR BASKET, 
HE HAS MORE FOOD TO GIVE



JESUS BLESSED THIS WORK,  
THE DISCIPLES PASSED AROUND THE BLESSING.



PASSING-ON IS HOW  
THE KINGDOM WORKS



THIS IS A PORTRAIT OF TRANSFORMATION



WE ARE ALL CALLED TO A TRANSFORMATIVE JOURNEY; 
MOVING FROM CROWD TO DISCIPLE



“A disciple is a transformative learner ... and this is what 
the disciple learns: how to be the place in the world where 
the act of God can come alive.” 

From “Being Disciples”

ROWAN WILLIAMS 
_



THIS IS A PORTRAIT OF COMPASSION



COMPASSION IS THE HEARTBEAT OF GOD



The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 
    slow to anger and rich in love. 
The Lord is good to all; 
    he has compassion on all he has made. 

PSALM 145:8-9 
_



CONFESSION



God, you are gracious and compassionate.  
Slow to anger and rich in love.  
You are good to all and you have compassion on all that you 
have made. 

We are not very good at naturally seeing this way.  
Our eyes do not see easily. 
Our ears do not hear well. 

Spirit, empower us to see with your eyes and hear with you 
ears. 
Spirit which is compassionate, find a home in us, 
that we may become compassionate people. 

OUR CONFESSION 
_



THIS IS A PORTRAIT OF OBEDIENCE



OBEDIENCE IS CHOOSING TO PARTICIPATE



To you, what is Jesus’ “You feed them”?  
What is He putting in your hands to serve the world with?  

Choose today to be obedient to His call. 
Choose to use what is in your hand. 
Choose to "be the place in the world where the act of God can 
come alive.” 

Practice the discipline of charity by giving away what is in 
your hand this week.

CONSIDER, OBEDIENCE + PRACTICE 
_


