


MARK 1:9-11 
_

One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized 
him in the Jordan River. As Jesus came up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens splitting apart and the Holy Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my 
dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.”



FIRST, A STORY



LET’S BE HONEST: THIS IS A WEIRD THING TO DO.



“ASSURE YOUR SALVATION.  
RAISE YOUR HAND. PRAY AFTER ME…”



CHARLES FINNEY 
_

1792 - 1875 



USUALLY A FEAR-BASED TECHNIQUE:  
“IF YOU DIE ON THE WAY HOME, WHERE ARE YOU GOING?”



A TICKET TO HEAVEN



BRIAN ZAHND 
_

“Salvation is not an object you own — it’s a life you enter and 
live. Salvation is a form of belonging. Salvation is belonging in 
the kingdom of God.”
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SO GOD GOT BAPTISED? 
_

The baptism of Jesus identifies Him as the messianic servant 
who stands in solidarity with his people. 

Jesus is retelling the Israel story of leaving the land of 
slavery and entering the land of freedom.  

Jesus’ identity is being affirmed by the Father and His 
mission sealed by the Spirit – in and out. 

Jesus’ baptism is an archetypical symbol of showing your 
salvation as belonging in this story.



“GO AND BAPTISE THEM…”



Apostles

East

West Roman Catholic

Reformation



THE ANABAPTIST MARTYRS



WHAT A COST, SO THAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE  
TO USE BAPTISM FOR WHAT IT WAS INTENDED: 

TO SHOW OUR IMMERSION IN SALVATION.



A NOTE ON HOW WE DO THINGS HERE 
_

1.We love people pursuing Jesus and living salvation 
2.We love it when families want their kids to be raised in a 

family that is pursuing Jesus and living salvation, so we 
dedicate children to this process 

3.We love celebrating people’s conscious decision to pursue 
Jesus and living salvation by carefully helping them to 
prepare to be baptised and then baptising them with their 
friends, family and community cheering them on













TOM WRIGHT 
_

“The whole Christian gospel could be summed up in this point: 
that when the living God looks at us, at every baptised and 
believing Christian, he says to us what he said to Jesus on 
that day. He sees us, not as we are in ourselves, but as we 
are in Jesus Christ. It sometimes seems impossible, especially 
people who have never had this kind of support from their 
early parents, but it’s true: God looks at us, and says, ‘You 
are my dear, dear child; I’m delighted with you.’”



HAVE YOU BEEN IMMERSED INTO THIS WAY?


