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SLEEPING  
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Herod Antipas, the king, soon heard about Jesus, because 
everyone was talking about him. Some were saying, “This must 
be John the Baptist raised from the dead. That is why he can 
do such miracles.” Others said, “He’s the prophet Elijah.” 
Still others said, “He’s a prophet like the other great 
prophets of the past.” 
When Herod heard about Jesus, he said, “John, the man I 
beheaded, has come back from the dead.” 
For Herod had sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John as a 
favour to Herodias. She had been his brother Philip’s wife, 
but Herod had married her. John had been telling Herod, “It is 
against God’s law for you to marry your brother’s wife.” So 
Herodias bore a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. 
…

MARK 6:14-29 
_



But without Herod’s approval she was powerless, for Herod 
respected John; and knowing that he was a good and holy man, 
he protected him. Herod was greatly disturbed whenever he 
talked with John, but even so, he liked to listen to him. 
Herodias’s chance finally came on Herod’s birthday. He gave a 
party for his high government officials, army officers, and 
the leading citizens of Galilee. Then his daughter, also named 
Herodias, came in and performed a dance that greatly pleased 
Herod and his guests. “Ask me for anything you like,” the king 
said to the girl, “and I will give it to you.” He even vowed, 
“I will give you whatever you ask, up to half my kingdom!” 
She went out and asked her mother, “What should I ask for?” 
Her mother told her, “Ask for the head of John the Baptist!” 
…

MARK 6:14-29 
_



So the girl hurried back to the king and told him, “I want the 
head of John the Baptist, right now, on a tray!” 
Then the king deeply regretted what he had said; but because 
of the vows he had made in front of his guests, he couldn’t 
refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner to the 
prison to cut off John’s head and bring it to him. The soldier 
beheaded John in the prison, brought his head on a tray, and 
gave it to the girl, who took it to her mother. When John’s 
disciples heard what had happened, they came to get his body 
and buried it in a tomb.

MARK 6:14-29 
_







THESE STORIES ARE PORTRAITS OF UGLY HUMANITY; 
VULGAR AND VIOLENT.



THESE STORIES ALL HAVE A COMMON THREAD: 
POWER.
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HEROD ANTIPAS

Tetrarch of Galilee: middleman between Rome 
and Galilee 

Incestuous: affair with sister-in-law, 
lusts for his wife’s daughter 

Intrigued with John and Jesus 

Life of status: the setting of this story 
is important



HEROD’S TABLE: 
LEWD, EXCESSIVE  
AND VIOLENT



NERO



THE POINT OF THIS INTERRUPTING STORY: 
LOOK AT HOW VULGAR THEIR POWER IS.



“KNOWLEDGE IS POWER”



“KNOWLEDGE IS POWER”
VIOLENCE



IS THEIR POWER OUR POWER?



(ONE MORE TABLE…)



As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. 
Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, 
saying, “Take it, for this is my body.” 
And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He 
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. And he said to 
them, “This is my blood, which confirms the covenant between 
God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice for many.”

MARK 14:22-24 
_



JESUS SPEAKS OF ANOTHER BODY ON A TABLE.



ARRESTED IN  
GETHSEMANE



ENTER:  
HEROD, AGAIN.

“Oh, is he a Galilean?” Pilate asked. When they said 
that he was, Pilate sent him to Herod Antipas, 
because Galilee was under Herod’s jurisdiction, and 
Herod happened to be in Jerusalem at the time. 
Herod was delighted at the opportunity to see Jesus, 
because he had heard about him and had been hoping 
for a long time to see him perform a miracle. He 
asked Jesus question after question, but Jesus 
refused to answer. Meanwhile, the leading priests 
and the teachers of religious law stood there 
shouting their accusations. Then Herod and his 
soldiers began mocking and ridiculing Jesus. 
Finally, they put a royal robe on him and sent him 
back to Pilate. (Herod and Pilate, who had been 
enemies before, became friends that day.)



CRUCIFIED ON  
GOLGOTHA



"That God entered into history as a crucified victim and not 
as a crucifying punisher reveals the true relationship between 
God and violence. On Good Friday we discover a God who would 
rather die than kill his enemies. The cross is not what God 
inflicts upon Christ in order to forgive, the cross is what 
God in Christ endures as he forgives." 

"The ugly violence of the cross is entirely attributable to 
human structures of sin, while the beautiful forgiveness of 
the cross is entirely attributable to God’s extravagant love 
and mercy." 

BRIAN ZAHND 
_



GOD ENTERS INTO THE VULGAR-VIOLENT-POWER 
AS THE SUFFERING SERVANT…



…AND HE USED HIS TABLE TO REMIND US: 
THIS IS THE WAY.



VULGAR-VIOLENT-POWER IS NOT OUR POWER.



“Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called children of God.” 

THE 7TH BEATITUDE 
_



Lord, make us an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy. 
O divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.

PEACE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
_


