


MARK 5:1-20 
_

"They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the 
Gerasenes.[a] 2 And when Jesus[b] had stepped out of the boat, 
immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could 
bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often 
been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains 
apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the 
strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on 
the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with 
stones. 
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6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before 
him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure 
you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, 
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked 
him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for 
we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them 
out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us 
to the pigs; let us enter them.” 
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13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out 
and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two 
thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned 
in the sea. 

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the 
country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 
15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the 
one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, and they were afraid. 
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16 And those who had seen it described to them what had 
happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And 
they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he 
was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with 
demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not 
permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 
mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone 
marveled.



NAUGHTY JESUS





THE DECAPOLIS. 
_

• The cities formed a group because of their language, 
culture, location, and political status, with each functioning 
as an autonomous city-state dependent on Rome 

• Was a center of Greek and Roman culture in a region which 
was otherwise populated by Semitic-speaking people (Nabataeans, 
Arameans, and Judeans).  

• Each city functioned as a polis or city-state, with 
jurisdiction over an area of the surrounding countryside



THE DECAPOLIS. 
_

• Many coins from Decapolis cities identify their city as 
"autonomous," "free," "sovereign," or "sacred," terms that 
imply some sort of self-governing status 

• The imperial cult, the worship of the Roman emperor, was a 
very common practice throughout the Decapolis and was one of 
the features that linked the different cities. 



PIGS & TOMBS



THIS IS A STORY ABOUT THE CONFLICT BETWEEN CHRIST AND 
THE REALM OF DEATH



MARK 5:1-20 
_

6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before 
him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure 
you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, 
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked 
him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for 
we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them 
out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us 
to the pigs; let us enter them.” 



6000 DEMONS JUST ANSWERED THE QUESTION POSED BY 
JESUS' TIGHT 12 ONLY A FEW HOURS EARLIER



1. DEATH AND DARKNESS DECLARE JESUS IS LORD
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13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out 
and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two 
thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned 
in the sea. 



2. JESUS IS MORE POWERFUL THAN DEATH
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14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the 
country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 
15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the 
one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, and they were afraid. 



3. JESUS' MAKES UNCLEAN PEOPLE CLEAN WHEN HE 
TOUCHES THEM



ONLY GOD CAN HAVE POWER OVER DEATH ITSELF. 
JESUS IS GOD!



SO WHAT'S THEIR RESPONSE?
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14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the 
country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 
15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the 
one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, and they were afraid. 



“AFRAID” – EPHOBETHESAN 



EPHOBETHESAN  
_

Religious awe in response to the works of God.
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16 And those who had seen it described to them what had 
happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And 
they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he 
was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with 
demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not 
permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 
mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone 
marveled.



WHY?



THEY MISTOOK CHRIST'S JUDGEMENT FOR CONDEMNATION, 
COMPLETELY MISSING HIS MERCY AND COMPASSION. 
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16 And those who had seen it described to them what had 
happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And 
they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he 
was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with 
demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not 
permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had 
mercy (compassion) on you.” 20 And he went away and began to 
proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and 
everyone marveled.



GOD HAS COME TO THE WORLD TO MAKE THE UNCLEAN 
CLEAN AGAIN OUT OF LOVE AND COMPASSION. YES, EVEN 

THOSE ON THE PERIPHERY.



HERE IS THE GOOD NEWS



JESUS IS ALL-GOD.  
JESUS IS ALL-POWERFUL. 

JESUS IS ALL-COMPASSIONATE.



1. COME OUT OF YOUR TOMB 
2. BELIEVE IN CHRIST'S COMPASSION FOR YOU 

3. GIVE UP YOUR INDEPENDENCE 
4. DON'T DESPISE YOUR "HOME"
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3. GIVE UP YOUR INDEPENDENCE 
4. DON'T DESPISE YOUR "HOME"
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JESUS TODAY.


