


Then Jesus asked them, “Would anyone light a lamp and then 
put it under a basket or under a bed? Of course not! A 
lamp is placed on a stand, where its light will shine. For 
everything that is hidden will eventually be brought into 
the open, and every secret will be brought to light. 
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
Then he added, “Pay close attention to what you hear. The 
closer you listen, the more understanding you will be 
given—and you will receive even more. To those who listen 
to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for 
those who are not listening, even what little 
understanding they have will be taken away from them.”

MARK 4:21-25 
_



PARABLES ARE EARTHLY STORIES WITH SACRED MEANINGS
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CONTEXT: AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY





LIGHT IS PRECIOUS, VALUABLE AND NECESSARY
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LIKE LIGHT ILLUMINATES,  
SO DOES GOD



“This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare 
to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at 
all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God 
but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not 
practicing the truth. But if we are living in the light, 
as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from 
all sin.”

1 JOHN 1:5-7 
_



HOW DO YOU FEEL WHEN THERE IS NO LIGHT?







ILLUMINATION REVEALS



#METOO
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A KEYWORD: 
INTEGRITY



“Integrity is when who I am on-stage is the same as who I 
am back-stage. It is when there is no separation between 
what is going on inside of me and what I am expressing 
outside of me. There is no separation of my inner and 
outer life. I realise how easy it is for me to get so 
concerned with what is going on outside of me (my 
activity) that I lose touch with my soul. There becomes a 
gap between the inner ground, the center, my values and 
beliefs, my being and the actual life I am living. To live 
congruent and internally consistent is difficult, but this 
is the way of integrity. 
…

PETE SCAZZERO 
_



This is what Parker Palmer has called the undivided life. 
I think he is right in arguing that for this to happen we 
need both solitude and community. Solitude enables our 
souls to come out and show up. This means I need to slow 
down enough for silence, time to actually reflect on what 
is going on around me. As my life continues to grow in its 
complexity, I am finding I am needing more and more time 
alone – not less. Community, hopefully a safe one, then 
offers both comfort and challenge in this quest.”

PETE SCAZZERO 
_
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A CONGRUENT INNER AND OUTER LIFE



SOLITUDE AND COMMUNITY
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“ARE YOU GETTING THIS?”



EXAMINE OF ILLUMINATION



Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
Point out anything in me that offends you, 
    and lead me along the path of everlasting life.

PSALM 139:23-24 
_



COME OUT OF HIDING


