


MARK 3:31-34 
_
Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. They stood 
outside and sent word for him to come out and talk with them. 
There was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and someone said, 
“Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you.” 

Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” Then 
he looked at those around him and said, “Look, these are my 
mother and brothers. Anyone who does God’s will is my brother 
and sister and mother.”



AWKWARD.



THE SHOCKING NATURE OF THIS MOMENT:  
JEWISH LINEAGE IS INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT



ANCIENT MEDITERRANEAN CULTURE,  
THE FAMILY SYSTEMS: 
_

The group comes first (The social unit took priority over the 
needs of an individual)  

It's all about family (The social unit was the family, family 
solidarity)  

I am my brother’s keeper (The most important bond was not 
husband-wife but sibling-sibling, sibling solidarity is of 
great significance)  



THE STORY OF GOD’S PLAN TO MAKE THINGS NEW 
 HAS BEEN TOLD THROUGH FAMILY DYNASTY



GENESIS 12 
_

The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your 
relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I 
will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will 
bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to 
others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who 
treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be 
blessed through you.”



MATTHEW 1 
_

The Ancestors of Jesus the Messiah 

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, 
a descendant of David and of Abraham: 
Abraham was the father of Isaac. 
Isaac was the father of Jacob. 
Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. 
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah (whose mother 
was Tamar). 
Perez was the father of Hezron. 
Hezron was the father of Ram. 
…



IS JESUS STOPPING ALL OF THIS?



NO, JESUS IS SCALING UP GOD’S FAMILY











Q. WHAT IS COMMUNITY? 

A. ________



Q. WHAT IS COMMUNITY? 

A. FAMILY



JESUS’ PICTURE OF ‘COMMUNITY’ IS: 
A NEW FAMILY OF DIVERSE PEOPLE  
UNITED IN RELATIONAL SOLIDARITY,  

COMMITTED TO PRACTICING THE WAY OF THE KINGDOM.



N.T. WRIGHT 
_

"The early Christians did their best to live as an extended 
family, caring for each other in the way in which (in that 
world) extended families did. They called each other 
“brother” and “sister” and really meant it. They lived and 
prayed and thought like that: children of the same father, 
following the same older brother, sharing goods and 
resources where need arose. When they talked about “love,” 
that’s the main thing they meant: living as a single family, 
a mutually supporting community. The church must never 
forget that calling.” 

- Simply Christian



JOSEPH H. HELLERMAN 
_

"The early Christians took their culture's strong-group 
approach to family life, appropriated it as the preeminent 
social model for their local Christian communities, and 
lived with one another like Mediterranean brothers and 
sisters. And the early Christians turned the world upside 
down. When the church was a family the church was on fire. 
May God help us recapture Jesus' vision for authentic 
Christian community today.” 

- When the Church Was a Family



4 NT CHURCH FAMILY VALUES WE MUST RECAPTURE 
_

We share our stuff with one another  

We share our hearts with one another  

We stay, embrace the pain, and grow up with one another  

Family is about more than me, the husband/wife, and kids  

Joseph H. Hellerman - When the Church Was a Family 



"SEE HOW THEY LOVE ONE ANOTHER!”  

- TERTULLIAN



"THEIR FIRST LAWGIVER PERSUADED THEM THAT THEY ARE 
ALL BROTHERS OF ONE ANOTHER.”  

- LUCIAN



“THEY SUPPORT NOT ONLY THEIR OWN POOR,  
BUT OURS AS WELL.” 

- JULIAN



WE LIVE IN A HIGHLY INDIVIDUALISED CULTURE



HARPER LEE 
_

“You can choose your friends but you sho' can't choose 
your family…” 

- To Kill a Mockingbird



WE OFTEN CHOOSE COMMUNITY



DO I LIKE THIS COMMUNITY OR NOT?



FAMILY IS A PLACE WE BELONG



DO I LIKE THIS COMMUNITY OR NOT?



DO I LIKE THIS COMMUNITY OR NOT? 
ARE WE IN GOOD OR BAD RELATIONSHIP?



IN CHRIST, WE ARE A NEW FAMILY.


