


ORIGIN STORIES



“WHERE THE STORY OF _____________ ALL BEGAN.”



“WHERE THE STORY OF THE CHURCH ALL BEGAN.”



In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus 
began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to heaven 
after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the 
Holy Spirit. During the forty days after he suffered and died, he 
appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them 
in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them 
about the Kingdom of God. 
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not 
leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, 
as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
…

ACTS 1:1-8 
_



So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, 
has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 
He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates 
and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

ACTS 1:1-8 
_



HURRY UP AND WAIT



In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus 
began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to heaven 
after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the 
Holy Spirit. During the forty days after he suffered and died, he 
appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them 
in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them 
about the Kingdom of God. 
Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not 
leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, 
as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
…

ACTS 1:4-5 
_



BAPTIZO





IN AND ON



THE TEMPLE WAS ALREADY  
THE IN AND ON PLACE



JESUS IS ANNOUNCING THE NEW TEMPLE(S)



When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and 
burned up the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glorious 
presence of the Lord filled the Temple. The priests could not 
enter the Temple of the Lord because the glorious presence of the 
Lord filled it. When all the people of Israel saw the fire coming 
down and the glorious presence of the Lord filling the Temple, 
they fell face down on the ground and worshiped and praised the 
Lord, saying, 

“He is good! 
    His faithful love endures forever!”

2 CHRONICLES 7:1-4 
_



On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in 
one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the 
roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they 
were sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire 
appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, 
as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.

ACTS 2:1-4 
_



Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to 
yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor 
God with your body.  

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20 
_



THE INWARD AND OUTWARD SPIRIT



When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession 

— Ephesians 1:13-14 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 
filled with the Spirit, 

— Ephesians 5:18 

ON AND IN: 
_



LOVE? 
TINGLING? 

WARM FUZZIES? 
INNER QUIET VOICE?  

A BURST OF COURAGE? 
AN EXPRESSION OF UNITY?  

A FERVENT AND BOLD PRAYER?  
MIRACULOUS SIGN AND WONDER? 

STANDING, ARMS UP, GENTLY SWAYING?  
A CRAZY EASTER CAMP MEETING W/ PILIVACHI?  

SHOULDA-BOUGHTA-HONDA AND OTHER TONGUES? 
IN A CHAOTIC SITUATION WITH UNSURPASSABLE PEACE? 



“YES.”



LOVE  
JOY  

PEACE  
PATIENCE  
KINDNESS  
GOODNESS  

FAITHFULNESS  
GENTLENESS  

SELF CONTROL 



SO NOTE: 
THR SPIRIT IS BOTH FOR OURSELVES,  

AND FOR OTHERS.



HOW DO WE PREPARE FOR PENTECOST?



“COME, HOLY SPIRIT.”



A PENTECOST-LIKE  
ORIGIN STORY



“‘Come, Holy Spirit’ did not originate with John Wimber. We are 
merely the latest generation to embrace it. It has its roots back 
in the earliest prayers of the first Church Fathers and Mothers, 
the first generation after the apostles to carry the flame of the 
gospel forward. This prayer is not just some oddity of 21st 
century Western Christianity. It is part and parcel of Trinitarian 
theology, a beloved prayer of every generation of believers before 
us. You are in very good company when you pray, ‘Come, Holy 
Spirit.’ 
…

STEVE NICHOLSON 
_



‘Come, Holy Spirit’ is a direct, bold request for the Spirit to do 
the work the Father wants to do in us, and to be the fire that 
propels us out to do the work the Father wants to do through us. 
The words are not magic; we have to actually expect the Spirit to 
accept our invitation! Otherwise it’s a bit like standing inside 
our home saying ‘Come on in!’ to someone standing outside, but 
never actually opening the door. 
…

STEVE NICHOLSON 
_



‘Come, Holy Spirit’ is a prayer best prayed with willingness to 
welcome surprise and unpredictability. When we pray this prayer, 
we never know what will happen next. Most of us love the image of 
Aslan, in the C.S. Lewis Narnia books, as ‘good but not tame.’ 
It’s another thing entirely to be met by this not-tame Holy Spirit 
in real life, but nothing beats the joy of seeing the Spirit come 
and do what we are powerless to do in our own strength. 
 
Go ahead – pray this prayer. Your life will never be dull again.”

STEVE NICHOLSON 
_



“COME, HOLY SPIRIT.”

The Pentecost prayer for both  
within you and through you


