


MAKING ROOM - pt 3 
_ 

What’s happening in my circles?



FACT:  

THE HEALTH OF A CHURCH  
IS THE HEALTH OF THE RELATIONSHIPS



Q:  

WHAT KIND OF RELATIONSHIPS DO YOU HAVE?



FACT:  
  

PEOPLE MAKE GROUPS



Q:  

WHAT KIND OF GROUPS ARE YOU FORMING?



FACT:  
  

GROUPS BECOME CLOSED-OFF  
AND PEOPLE BEOME OUTSIDERS



Q:  

WHAT GROUP WERE YOU IN DURING SCHOOL?





WELCOME TO THIS MOMENT OF  
CLIQUE-SHIP COLLIDING WITH FRIENDSHIP



CLIQUES/FRIENDS



CLIQUES 
_ 

def:  

a small close-knit group of people who do not readily 
allow others to join them. 



POSITIVE EFFECTS OF CLIQUES 
_ 

Forming groups of like individuals can benefit said 
individuals immensely. Creating bonds with people can 
help develop necessary social skills like collaboration 
and conflict resolution. Also, a group of genuine friends 
that have similar interests can be a positive influence 
on one's behaviour. They can help you try new things, 
boost your self-confidence, and help you develop your 
identity. In addition to that, a good effect of social 
groups is it fulfills that need to belong without 
negatively impinging upon your decisions. 



NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF CLIQUES 
_ 

Developing social groups and cliques, while sometimes 
beneficial, can have many consequences. The lack of 
socialisation between social groups makes people less 
prepared for making friends during their adulthood. 
Cliques also put labels and stereotypes on groups of 
people, forcing people's true identities to remain 
hidden. In addition to this, the attributes that kids are 
rejected for are often the ones most respected outside of 
school and into adulthood. If these attributes are 
smothered by conformity, it will be difficult to form an 
identity.



1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-13 
_ 

I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony 
with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. 
Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose. 
For some members of Chloe’s household have told me about 
your quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters. Some of you 
are saying, “I am a follower of Paul.” Others are saying, 
“I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Peter,*” or “I follow 
only Christ.” 

Has Christ been divided into factions? Was I, Paul, 
crucified for you? Were any of you baptized in the name 
of Paul? Of course not! 



1 CORINTHIANS: 

THE BOOK ON UNIFIED-DIVERSITY



WE ARE TO FULFILL GOD’S MISSION TOGETHER. 
LOVE FOR OTHERS IS THE UNIFYING WAY  

OF DIVERSELY DOING THIS TASK.



DIETRICH BONHOEFFER 
_ 

“The person who loves their dream of community will 
destroy community, but the person who loves those around 
them will create community.”



BENJAMIN JOHNSON 
_ 

“So long as the marginalised and vulnerable are problems 
to solve instead of friends to know, our community will 
remain divided.”



GROUPS AS FRIENDSHIPS 
_ 

- Drawn together by genuine interest in each other 

- Are connected to others, and introduce others 

- Allow individuality 

- Organised around values 

- Don't look down on other people 

- High self-confidence because they have a sense of 
their identity 

- Support members’ goals and achievements 



1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-7 
_ 

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but 
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives 
up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance 



THIS KIND OF LOVE IS THE GOAL FOR  
WHAT IT IS TO FOLLOW JESUS HEALTHILY TOGETHER.



YOU WERE NOT MADE FOR LIFE IN CLIQUES.  
YOU WERE MADE FOR LIFE IN CIRCLES.




