


MAKING ROOM - pt 1 
_ 

Who is my stranger?





EARLY CHURCH



COMMENTARY ON THE EARLY CHURCH: 
_ 

“For the early Christians, the reconstituted household 
provided the setting for three dimensions: hospitality as 
an expression of respect and recognition - in 
welcoming persons of different status and background into 
a single place and often a shared meal; hospitality as a 
means of meeting the physical needs of strangers, 
traveling Christians, and the local poor; and hospitality 
as the hosting of local assemblies of believers."  



A KEY WORD:  
HOSPITALITY



ROMANS 12:13 
_ 

“Be inventive in your hospitality.” 







HOSPITALITY IN THE ARCHAIC WORLD  
WAS THE MOVEMENT OF WELCOMING  

A STRANGER TO BE A GUEST TO BE A FRIEND  



2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-20 
_ 

“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back 
to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task 
of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!””



2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-20 
_ 

“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back 
to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task 
of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!””



NO LONGER STRANGERS 
_ 

Once exiled by sin, separated by my transgression 

Now welcomed in 

You’re calling me, I’m coming home 

- 

We are no longer strangers to Your arms 

We are no longer strangers to Your arms 

By your grace You have saved us 

We’re no longer strangers 

We’re no longer strangers to Your arms



2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-20 
_ 

“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back 
to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task 
of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!””



WE ARE TO BE THE PEOPLE OF RECONCILIATION



WE ARE GIVEN A TASK OF MOVING PEOPLE FROM 
“STRANGER” ————— TO ————— “FRIEND”





CHRISTINE POHL 
_ 

“Hospitality is a skill and a gift, but it is also a 
practice which flourishes as multiple skills are 
developed, as particular commitments and values are 
nurtured, and as certain settings are cultivated." 

  



HENRI NOUWEN 
_ 

"If there is any concept worth restoring to its original 
depth and evocative potential, it is the concept of 
hospitality. … The movement from hostility to hospitality 
is hard and full of difficulties. Our society seems to be 
increasingly full of fearful, defensive, aggressive 
people anxiously clinging to their property and inclined 
to look at their surrounding world with suspicion, always 
expecting an enemy to suddenly appear, intrude and do 
harm. But still—that is our vocation: to convert the 
hostis into a hospes, the enemy into a guest, and to 
create the free and fearless space where brotherhood and 
sisterhood can be formed and fully experienced.”  



HENRI NOUWEN 
_ 

“Hospitality is not limited to its literal sense of 
receiving a stranger in our house – although it is 
important never to forget or neglect that! – but as a 
fundamental attitude towards our fellow human being which 
can be expressed in a great variety of ways.”  

  



Q?  

HOW IS OUR “FUNDAMENTAL ATTITUDE  
TOWARDS OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEING”? 



LUKE 10 
_ 

“Who is my neighbour?” 

= 

“The one who showed mercy.” 

  



LUKE 10 
_ 

“Who is my neighbour stranger?”  

= 

“The one who showed withheld mercy.” 

  



Q?  

WHO WE ARE DISCONNECTED FROM?



LOCATE  
                                    

       YOUR 

                                                                          DISCONN 
                                                                                 ECTION: 

                                                    

WHO ARE 
               THE  

     DISCONNECTED  
                                                                      ONES?


