
INTENTION (WHAT DO YOU WANT?) - PT 3 
_ 

Your practices shape your loves





WE ARE FULL OF MISPLACED-LOVES



HOW DO WE REORIENT OUR MISPLACED-LOVES?







JAMES K. A. SMITH 
_ 

"Becoming a follower of Jesus is more than knowing what 
Jesus wants you to believe. It’s loving what Jesus 
loves.” 



JAMES K. A. SMITH 
_ 

“If we are what we love, then when we curate our 
practices we may find that we do not love what we think.” 





JAMES K. A. SMITH 
_ 

“Worship is a gift the Holy Spirit gives us as a way to 
retrain our loves.” 



LET’S DROP ANCHOR HERE 
_ 

Truth:  
You are what you love.  

Truth:  
You are a worshipping-thing. 

Truth:  
You become what you worship. 

Question:  
For the sake of what we want to become, how do we keep-
tabs on the objects of our worship? 





OUR WELL-WORN PLACES SHAPE WHAT STORY WE LIVE IN,  
THEY SHAPE WHAT LOVES WE END UP HAVING.



AUTHENTICITY VS IMITATION



1 CORINTHIANS 1:11 
_ 

“Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.” 



PHILLIPIANS 4:8-9 
_ 

“And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix 
your thoughts on what is true, and honourable, and right, 
and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things 
that are excellent and worthy of praise. Keep putting 
into practice all you have learned and received from me 
and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with 
you.” 



TO IMITATE JESUS WELL, WE MUST REGULARLY  
PLACE OURSELVES IN PRACTICES THAT HELP US LOVE HIM.



COMMUNION



COMMUNION HERE 
_ 

We remember Christ’s sacrifice for us, so it doesn’t matter what merit 
we bring to the table.  

We recognize there is a mystery to the table, so we approach it with 
humility and reverence rather than know-it-all arrogance.  

We also are declaring our fidelity to Jesus, whose supper it is, so we 
point our lives toward him no matter how close or far we are from him.  

Because there is grace imparted, we believe that those who recognize 
their need of God’s grace the most are the most welcomed at the table.  

Because grace is only accessed by faith, empty religion finds no place 
at this table.  


