
GIFTED - pt 1 
_ 

Our limitations as humans



2 CORINTHIANS 4:7 
_ 

“We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we 
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great 
treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from 
God, not from ourselves.”



2 CORINTHIANS 4:8-16 
_ 

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not 
crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We 
are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get 
knocked down, but we are not destroyed. Through suffering, 
our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that 
the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 

Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we 
serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in 
our dying bodies. So we live in the face of death, but 
this has resulted in eternal life for you.



2 CORINTHIANS 4:8-16 
_ 

But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of 
faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, 
so I spoke.” We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, 
will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself 
together with you. All of this is for your benefit. And as 
God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be 
great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more 
glory. 

That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, 
our spirits are being renewed every day.



PAUL IS SAYING,  
“WE HAVE LIMITS.”



IS THIS WHAT WE FIND IN OUR CULTURE? 
_ 

The quest to beat the limits



Q: WHERE DO WE REACH THE  
OUTER-EDGES OF BEING HUMAN? 

A: THE INCARNATION



INCARNATION 
_ 

Genesis



INCARNATION 
_ 

Exodus



INCARNATION 
_ 

John



C.S. LEWIS 
_ 

“God could, had He pleased, have been incarnate in a man 
of iron nerves, the Stoic sort who lets no sigh escape 
him. Of His great humility He chose to be incarnate in a 
man of delicate sensibilities who wept at the grave of 
Lazarus and sweated blood in Gethsemane. … If He had been 
incarnate in a man of immense natural courage, that would 
have been for many of us almost the same as His not being 
incarnate at all.”



AUGUSTINE 
_ 

“Man’s maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, 
might nurse at His mother’s breast; that the Bread might 
hunger, the Fountain thirst, the Light sleep, the Way be 
tired on its journey; that Truth might be accused of false 
witnesses, the Teacher be beaten with whips, the 
Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow 
weak; that the Healer might be wounded; that Life might 
die.”



INCARNATION 
_ 

John



INCARNATION 
_ 

Luke/Acts





KINTSUGI 
_ 

“To repair with gold” 

The Japanese art of 
repairing broken 
pottery with lacquer 
dusted or mixed with 
powdered gold, silver, 
or platinum. As a 
philosophy it treats 
breakage and repair as 
part of the history of 
an object, rather than 
something to disguise.



A PARABLE…



BROTHER LAWRENCE 
_ 

“How happy we would be if we could find the treasure of 
which the Gospel speaks; all else would be as nothing. As 
it is boundless, the more you search for it the greater 
the riches you will find; let us search unceasingly and 
let us not stop until we have found it.”


