
FAITHFUL PRESENCE - pt 4 
_ 

1 John 1:1-4 (Manifest, koinonia and a faithful witness)





1 JOHN IS A BOOK THAT GIVES US 
A VISION OF THE GOD  

WHO IS LIGHT AND LOVE



BUT FIRST, A SIDENOTE.





BIBLICAL ILLITERACY: 
LAZY 



BIBLICAL ILLITERACY: 
LAZY 

FRUSTRATED



A LOT TO HANDLE 
_ 

Historical narrative 
Metaphor  
Lists and lists and lists… 
Quotes of wisdom 
Poetry of the human condition with God 
R-rated romance 
Prophecy and imagery 
Historical documentary 
Letters of love and letters of discipline 
Apocalyptic …



TRANSLATED



DIG VS DEVOTIONAL 



WORD-FOR-WORD                    THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT 
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COMMENTARY AND COMMUNITY



SPIRIT, STORIES AND SCRIPTURE



1 JOHN 1:1-4 
_ 

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the 
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with 
our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is 
the Word of life. This one who is life itself was 
revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify 
and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal 
life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to 
us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually 
seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. 
And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that you may 
fully share our joy.



MANIFEST 

1 JOHN 1:1-3A







Q. WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT 
WHEN WE TALK ABOUT GOD? 

A. CHRIST



1 JOHN 1:1-3 
_ 

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the 
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with 
our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is 
the Word of life. This one who is life itself was 
revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify 
and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal 
life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to 
us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually 
seen and heard …



THE INCARNATION IS A BIG DEAL



CHRIST IS THE TANGIBLE CENTRE OF OUR FAITH



KOINONIA



1 JOHN 1:3B 
_ 

…so that you may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ.



FELLOWSHIP/KONONIA 
_ 

to share in something, with someone 

Koinonia means we are invited 
into participation with God and with humanity 

Koinonia means we place ourselves into God 
and into His community. 

Koinonia means vulnerability. We must be 
vulnerable enough to share and partake with 
God, and with others. 



PARTICIPATION IN GOD 
_ 



PARTICIPATION IN HUMANITY 
_ 

Isolation is not to be our norm. 

You and your story are a gift. 

It will cost you to give.



PARTICIPATION IS THE GOSPEL 
_ 

You are invited in by God to come and play your part, 

but it will cost you your life to do so.





WITNESS



1 JOHN 1:4 
_ 

We are writing these things so that you may fully share 
our joy.





JOHN IS A FAITHFUL DOCUMENTARIAN



SO WILL YOU PARTAKE IN THIS JOY?


