


SETTING THE SCENE 
_ 

God loves the people he has made, whether they acknowledge Him 
or not. 

He is perfect and we are not. 

God is on our side and wants the best for every person. 

He left us here so we can be involved in letting people know 
about his love. 

He is the senior partner in the partnership. 

He wants to equip us for the things he wants us to do. 

We can never fail Him enough to be rejected by Him. 

We are in a war that He has already won, but there are still 
battles going on. 



HENRI NOUWEN 
_ 

“Prayer is first of all listening to God. It’s openness. 
God is always speaking; he’s always doing something.”



1 SAMUEL 3:10 
_ 

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”







JOHN 5:1-9 
_ 

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of 
the Jewish festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem near the 
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called 
Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered 
colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used 
to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralysed. One who was 
there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When 
Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in 
this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you 
want to get well?” 

…



JOHN 5:1-9 
_ 

“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me 
into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am 
trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and 
walk.” At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat 
and walked.



JOHN 5:19 
_ 

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the 
Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 
sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does 
the Son also does.  



LUKE 5:16 
_ 

Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness to pray.



“MAY YOU BE COVERED  
BY THE DUST OF YOUR RABBI.”



JOHN WIMBER 
_ 

“You can’t learn to heal the sick by reading a book or 
mastering a technique. You believe what Jesus promised 
and then you get and do it.”



LUKE 5:4-5 
_ 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out 
into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will 
let down the nets.”
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